U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       SEPTEMBER 12, 2012
Operations Division
MEMORANDUM FOR:  WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT:  SEPTEMBER, 2012 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1. LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS 
The Emsworth dewatering of the auxiliary chamber continues.  The repairs are scheduled to be done by 28 September 2012.  The main chamber is open with only slight delays to navigation .
Work will begin to install new floating mooring bits at new Cumberland L/D on 15 October 2012 and continue through 9 November 2012.  The main chamber will be closed to navigation from Monday through Friday, but will reopen on the weekends to eliminate any queue that may develop.  Tows can double lock through the auxiliary chamber, preferably by using industry self help.  We will be able to pull cuts if necessary.
We are looking for a closure of the chamber at Lock #4 Mon River, for two eight hour periods, so that the Repair Fleet can off load contractor construction materials.  We anticipate this work being accomplished on October 10 and 11, 2012, from the hours of 0800 to 1600.  Delays to navigation will occur during this time period.  

We will be setting up a meeting for our stakeholders in October and another meeting for the general public in November, to discuss the new impending level of service changes for the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers. 

2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES 


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil 
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 
      d.LPMS Public Web Site:  http://corpslocks.usace.army.mil/
3. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Notice is hereby given that the USACE – Pittsburgh District will no longer send Notices to Navigation Interests by e-mail.  In order to view these notices, you must access the USACE – Pittsburgh District web page at www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm.
USACE will continue to send electronic version of Notices to Navigation Interests to USCG (United States Coast Guard) and the Waterways Association.
River Navigation Charts are available by calling the Government Printing Office Book Store at 866-512-1800.
                                                                             /signed/
                                                                       JAMES R. FISHER
                                                                       Acting Chief, Operations Division
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Association Meeting 09/13/2012

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

At the Pittsburgh International Airport, monthly precipitation was 2.65 inches, 0.83 inches below normal for month, and 0.39 below since January 1.  County averaged precipitation since January deficits decreased. Driest counties are basically south of I-70 since beginning of year.  

In August, temperatures were normal with an average monthly temperature of 71.5 degrees. Heaviest August rainfalls were focused in the August 5th - 9th time range.  Early September brought 3 or more inches especially across the Allegheny and Beaver river basins from the remnants of Hurricane Isaac.   

The state of PA canceled the drought watch for western PA.

RIVER CONDITIONS
Rivers in the upper Ohio River Valley remained low for August. Rises during the month were less than two feet.

The 7 Day Average Streamflows improved toward the end of August with stream flows in Western Pennsylvania, Northern West Virginia and Garrett County Maryland ranged from normal to below normal. One location in Garrett County Maryland and 3 locations in Western Pennsylvania reported either much below normal or low flows. Across Eastern Ohio, the 7 Day Average Streamflows improved slightly less with 7 locations normal and 5 below normal.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

For this time of the year flows on the Allegheny are 143% of normal, the Monongahela 100%, and the Ohio 106%.  A minimum of 3.00 to 4.00 inches basin wide rainfall in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full. High water potential remains well below normal. 

Outlook for next 2 weeks suggests a dry first week and then 1.5 to 2.0 inches of rain possible over the region for week 2.  
WEATHER FORECAST

[image: image1.png]TODAY TONIGHT THURSDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY.

NIGHT NIGHT WIGHT
it 30% E E it
Sunny Mostly Sunny Mostly Chance Parlly Mostly Mostly
Clear Sunny Showers Sunny Cloudy Sunny

High: 81 °F High: 83 °F High: 78 °F High: 71 °F High: 72 °F




8-14 Day Outlook…Below normal temperatures and above normal rainfall.

30 Day Outlook...Above normal temperatures and above normal rainfall.

Sep-Oct-Nov Outlook…Above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall

Nov-Dec-Jan Outlook… Above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall
Jan-Feb-Mar Outlook… El Nino may form... Above normal temperatures and below normal rainfall
Average Yearly snowfall: 41.9 inches, 2011-12: 37inches, 2010-11: 57inches, 2009-2010: 77 inches    
