

September Highlights

A total of (forty-three) 43 members and guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the September 18, 2013 luncheon meeting.  Gary Dziki of US Steel Clairton Works announced his retirement effective September 30th and introduced his replacement Dave Smith.
Sandie Egley provided information regarding the Pittsburgh Maritime Club’s Wine Networking Social that will be held on October 18th aboard the Gateway Clipper’s Three Rivers Queen.  The evening includes a four-course meal with associated wines along with entertainment to end the evening.  All were encouraged to bring clients and guests to this very special industry evening.

Coast Guard News

CDR Lindsay Weaver reviewed the attached report.  The next Area Maritime Security Committee (AMSC) meeting is scheduled for October 15th in the Norfolk Southern Meeting Room at 10 a.m.  All facility security officers are encouraged to attend.
The next WAP meeting will be held in Marietta, OH on October 22nd starting at 9 a.m. and it will not only include the joint meeting with Huntington District, but also the marine Incident Summit.  At the Summit, we will go over some of the most recent cases and discuss how e can prevent future incidents.  Also, we will be asking for your feedback on how the Coast Guard performed during the investigation and what we can do better.  We will prepare the incident information and get it out to you a week before the 22nd of October.

CDR Weaver welcomed Capt. Richard Timme as the new Sector Ohio Valley Commander.  Capt. Timme spoke of his time serving as the Port’s Commander and highlighted the great interaction between industry, Army Corp and the Coast Guard.   
Army Corps of Engineers
Kathy Griffin, Chief of Operations, discussed the following items:

·  FY14 Repair Schedule – The schedule should be finalized within the next several weeks.  Note:  The Navigation Committee will be reviewing the proposed schedule and notification will be sent to the membership.
· Lower Allegheny Service Levels – Several meetings to discuss service levels have been conducted with Recreational boaters and industry members.  Two areas need to be addressed:

1. Business Plan Development – Plan would need to demonstrate the return on investment (ROI) added additional service.

2. Review of Resources – Determination of resources available to increase service, ie.  Sick leave, limited overtime.

· Charleroi/Monesson Bridge – Corp is currently awaiting contractor survey results to meet with the Coast Guard to ascertain the accuracy of 300 foot channel.  The bridge lighting & installation of buoys will occur when final determination has been made.
· Operational Safety Changes – Due to infrastructure conditions and safety concerns, no deck hand assistance will be available with placement of tow lines on the upper and lower guide walls except in emergency situations until a new walking surface is constructed at Allegheny River Lock & Dam #3 and the CWBY.

· Shoaling at Emsworth & Allegheny Lock #5 – Emsworth shoaling should be addressed within the next several weeks.  However, due to no maintenance funding for Allegheny River, it is unclear as to when the shoaling at Lock #5 will be addressed.

John Dilla, Lockmaster for the Montgomery Lock and Dam, reviewed the attached report.
David McQuiston highlighted that there are currently 52 other designated low-use rivers in different districts that are facing the same challenges in regards to levels of service and maintenance budget issues.

National Weather Service
Joe Palko provided the attached report. 
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville presented the following information:

· CMAQ applications have been received totaling 30 vessels.  The Port of Pittsburgh Commission is waiting for an inter-agency agreement with PennDot to be executed so that the sub-grantee agreements can be sent out.  The agreement will include two consecutive award years, so that the same delay will not happen next year.

· Industry representatives were thanked for their assistance during the State House Appropriations Committee visit.  The meeting held with the committee discussed how the Port provides support and benefits to local industry and the Rivers importance to the local economy.  

· With the assistance of Representatives Shuster and Senator Casey, the WRDA bill appears to have a good chance of passing through reconciliation.

· Coverage holes in the Wireless Waterways System are currently being addressed.  Efforts are being made to work with area terminals.  Any terminal operator interested in participating should contact Jim directly.
Education Committee Report
Michael Graham was unable to attend the meeting.  The following items were announced:

· Who Works the Rivers event is scheduled for October 29th.  The announcement flyer will be revised and distributed to membership.  All companies wishing to participate in this important program should contact Michael directly.  
· The Barge Breakaway Seminar with a managerial focus will be provided at Chartiers Country Club on Thursday, October 10th. 
Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff provided the following items:

· Member companies are encouraged to contact nonmember companies to attend the Barge Breakaway Seminar.  An isolated barge breakaway can create a catastrophic loss downstream.
· A Joint Incident Marine Summit has been scheduled for 9 a.m. prior to the October 22nd meeting in Marietta, Ohio.  The summit reviews recent incidents along with lessons learned in an effort to avoid additional events.  All members are strongly encouraged to attend this important meeting.
· A meeting will be scheduled to review and provide comment on next year’s Corp repair schedule.  Stay tuned for additional information.
· Safety concerns regarding kayak rentals on the North Shore were raised.  
· During the high water incident in August, a one-call was issued requesting vessel locations and a contact phone number.  This information was needed in the event of an emergency a boat in close proximately may offer assistance relief.
Legislative Committee Report
Mark Devinney reported that the Senate moved a Water Resources Development bill (WRRDA ’13) to passage and was approved.  In the House, the WRRDA bill has been reported out of Representative Shuster’s Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  The Capital Development Plan must still be approved by the Ways and Means Committee.  It should be noted that we have the best opportunity to having a WRDA bill passed and it is important to contact Casey to show support in his efforts.  
David McQuiston stated that it also appears that Representative Shuster will be meeting opposition in maintaining his Congressional seat.  With the closures of Hatfield and Mansfield First Energy Plants, a fracture in the coalition that developed the Capital Development Plan could occur.  The region could be considered under risk and we must be diligent to insure established repair priorities are maintained.
Other Meeting Notes:

David McQuiston announced that the annual joint meeting with the Huntington District has been scheduled for October 22nd in Marietta, OH.  Kathyn Klaber, CEO of the Marcellus Shale Coalition will be guest speaker at the luncheon.  The impact that the Marcellus Shale may have on river industry will be one of the topics covered.  Members are encouraged to attend.

October Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for October 22, 2013 at the Lafayette Hotel in Marietta, OH. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 10:45 a.m. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Wednesday, October 16, 2013 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Lafayette Hotel, Marietta, OH
October 22, 2013

Menu:


Sliced Prime Rib

Stuffed Chicken Breast

Whipped Potatoes w/gravy


Green Beans


Cole Slaw


Garden Salad

Assortment of Pies/Cakes


Coffee/Tea/Water

Cost:
$25/per member
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Wednesday, October 16, 2013 to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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