The Honorable John Murtha

US House of Representatives

2423 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515                         
September 16, 2005

Dear Representative Murtha: 

The Port of Pittsburgh Commission wishes to call to your attention very serious infrastructure issues which we hope you will communicate to your leadership regarding the FY 06 US Army Corps of Engineers budget. If they are not funded, these items will have serious economic consequences for Southwestern Pennsylvania. Specifically, we request that Congress:

1. Appropriate $2,950,000 in operations and maintenance (O&M) money for immediate emergency repairs to the navigation dam at Elizabeth. The USACE has recently conducted an underwater diver inspection that has revealed that this dam is in the initial stages of a progressive failure. Remedial measures, not previously budgeted for in FY 06, can not be postponed to another year.  Depending upon how long it takes to complete the entire Lower Monongahela Improvement Project, additional emergency amounts like this may be needed in future years (see item #2 below). 

2. Appropriate $50,800,000 in construction general (CG) funds for the Lower Monongahela Improvement Project for Locks and Dams 2-3-4 (Lower Mon), consistent with the President’s budget and the House bill. Failure to provide this amount will result in the delay of the Charleroi lock wall construction project from four years to five and will adversely impact on the USACE’s ability to accelerate any future schedules as well. The failure to accelerate this project will not only prolong the construction to 2019 or beyond, it creates the ironic condition that extraordinary, otherwise unnecessary, expenditures, similar to the emergency appropriations described in item #1 above, will continue to be necessary to safeguard the stability of the dam at Elizabeth long enough for it to be removed as part of the total project authorization.  Failure to provide sufficient budgets for FY 06 and beyond and whatever emergency funds that may be required due to the unnecessary prolonging of the project could seriously compromise the production capacity of major national production facilities located along the river, such as the US Steel Clariton Coke plant (and in turn 10% of the nation’s steel production), Koppers’ Coke Works, Eastman Materials (chemicals), Reliance Energy’s Elrama Power Plant, Allegheny Energy’s Mitchell Power Plant and multiple smaller operations. Many of these plants can not be supplied by any other mode of transportation. This project, started in 1994 and originally scheduled to be completed in 2004, is now running 15 years behind schedule to 2019 or beyond, losing annual benefits of $153,000,000 every year project completion is delayed and causing unnecessary expenditure of operations and maintenance funds to keep the dam in operation. 
3. Maintain the $15,000,000 currently in both the House and Senate bills for emergency repairs to the Dam at Emsworth. The condition of this dam has been described by the USACE as “exigent” and these funds must not be diverted.
4. Appropriate $2,550,000 in Planning, Engineering and Design (PED) funds for the Upper Ohio Navigation Study at Emsworth, Dashields and Montgomery (EDM), consistent with the Senate bill.  This study was funded for two years at a Congressional initiative beginning in FY 03, and was a part of the Administration’s budget in FY 05 but was not included in the FY 06 budget. It is included in the Senate bill for FY 06, but not the House.  These facilities are 71, 79 and 84 years old respectively and rapidly approaching the condition where emergency funds will be required to maintain them if we do not plan for their rehabilitation or replacement. The dam at Emsworth is already being treated through emergency measures as listed in item #3 above. It is essential that the condition of the dam at Dashields and the locks at all three dams be analyzed so that the best long-term reinvestment plan in these facilities can be prepared.  

5. Authorize the Pittsburgh District of the USACE to enter into a New Technology Pilot Program for Risk Reduction and Reliability Improvements to the Ohio River Navigation system and appropriate $3,000,000 in Operations and Maintenance funds for this Pilot Project to implement Project SmartLock.  SmartLock is a stakeholder initiative by industry and the Port of Pittsburgh Commission to increase safe lockages and increase vessel productivity during periods of low visibility with virtual navigation tools to increase the “situational awareness” during the locking process. This will also provide a platform for digital inland waterway navigation data transfer and communications.  Currently the navigation industry loses 11 days per year due to low visibility, most of which could be saved by SmartLock. SmartLock, which has been successfully tested by industry and is expandable to all parts of the river system in the years ahead, needs these measures to be integrated into the Corps of Engineers communication and installation frameworks.
Sincerely,

James R. McCarville, Executive Director

Port of Pittsburgh Commission
