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Operations Division





                              

MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  October 2006 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 30 November 2006.

Braddock L/D, Monongahela River-  As part of the Lower Mon River Project, five (5) underwater flow control dikes are being constructed in the upstream approach to Braddock L/D, Mile 11.3, Monongahela River.  This work, when complete, will mitigate outdrafts in the upstream approach to the locks during high water events.  A contract was awarded to Eagle Design on 30 March 2006.  The work commenced on 5 July 2006 and will take approximately 15 weeks to construct all 5 dikes.  The marine subcontractor, Ohio River Salvage, is working 10-hour shifts, 6 days per week, Monday through Saturday.  Shifts commence around 6:30 AM each day and end at approximately 5:00 PM.  As of today, dikes #1, #2, #3 and #4 are complete and work has started on the final dike #5 with expected completion by the end of October 2006.  The work is located within the direct sailing line of river traffic and requires close coordination with waterways industry and the lock personnel to permit traffic to pass the site of work safely.  During active construction periods, the marine subcontractor will withdraw floating plant and provide any necessary helper assistance for tows passing the Braddock Locks.  All plant will be removed from the lock approach area when not working on the dikes.  During this period of construction, and during working hours, all tows traveling to the Braddock Locks are required to telephone the contractor’s work vessel at least 2-hours in advance of their anticipated arrival.  This will allow the construction contractor to discontinue their work, withdraw plant and equipment as necessary from the approach to the lock, and prepare to assist the tow if necessary.  It should be noted that tows, which fail to comply with the required 2-hour advance notification, could experience significant delays at the Braddock Locks while the construction contractor withdraws plant and equipment.  In addition to the 2-hour advance notification, all approaching tows must telephone the contractor’s vessel and radio the locks just prior to reaching the upstream and downstream arrival points.  (See Pittsburgh District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-25 REVISED)

Locks and Dam 3, Monongahela River-  Notice is given that Joseph B. Fay Company, contractor for the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, is performing emergency stabilization work on the dam at Locks and Dam 3, Monongahela River.  The work consists of placing tremie concrete in the foundation of the dam and installing sheetpiling and riprap at the downstream face of the dam.  

The work area extends to approximately 200 feet downstream of the dam and is within the

restricted area of the facility.  This construction work is expected to continue through October 2006.  The contractor’s floating plant operation is working in the area immediately downstream of the dam.  (See Pittsburgh District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-24)
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Braddock L/D, Monongahela River-  As of 4 October 2006 all work on the upstream bulkhead sill and recesses in the large 110-ft x 720-ft lock chamber has been completed.  Work on the downstream land wall bulkhead recess modification was also accomplished during the second 10-day closure period.  Work to complete the downstream middle wall recess modification will be completed during five (5) scheduled 8-hour closures of the lock throughout the month of October.  Notice is given that the main 110-ft x 720-ft lock chamber at Braddock L/D, Monongahela River will be closed from 7:30 AM to 3:30 PM on each of the following days: 5,12,20,25 & 30 October 2006.  During the closures of the large lock chamber, all traffic will be passed through the small 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber.  Single lockage tow configurations up to 56-ft x 360-ft will only be accommodated during the five 8-hour closures.  The closures and single lockage procedure were developed in cooperation with the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh.  (See Pittsburgh District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-35)   All work on the upstream sill and recesses and downstream recesses will be completed by November 2006.  The downstream bulkhead sill will be modified during the two 10-day closures of the main lock chamber scheduled for the June-July 2007 timeframe.  

New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet  will renovate the River Wall Emptying Tainter Valve in the large 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber from 10 thru 27 October 2006.  The large 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber will be open during the repair work, except as follows.  The large 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber will be closed for two periods, not to exceed 20-hours each, during the removal of the existing valve and during the installation of the new valve.  Additional large lock chamber closures up to 4 hours will occur periodically during the job to move the valve parts and equipment.  The small 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber was closed on 10 October in order to moor some of the Repair Fleet floating plant due to the lack of an adequate depth of river along the outside of the river wall.  Minor delays to navigation interests are expected. (See Pittsburgh District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-31)

Lock 4, Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will replace the upstream lock gates in the single 56-ft x 720-ft lock chamber from 7 thru 9 November 2006.  The 56-ft x 720-ft lock chamber will be closed to navigation; no river traffic will be able to pass through Lock 4 during this 3-day work period.  (See Pittsburgh District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-33)

Lock 4, Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will repair the Middle Wall 10' x 12' Emptying Valve in the 56-ft x 720-ft lock chamber.  The repair work is scheduled to begin 10 November 2006 and be completed on 21 November 2006.  The single 

56-ft x 720-ft lock chamber will be open to navigation during this work period; however,  closures up to 4-hours will occur periodically (approximately 4 times during the 12-day work period) to move and install valve parts and equipment on the middle wall.  (See Pittsburgh District Notice to Navigation Interests No. 06-36)
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2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm                                                           

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

We continue to work the FY07 and FY08 Operations and Maintenance budgets for the Pittsburgh District.  Currently there are a number of high risk maintenance tasks that are not funded in FY07 on the Monongahela River.  We are working closely with our Division and Headquarters to ensure that the need, scope and risks associated with each task are understood.  If the current budget formulation holds, we will need to rearrange the last quarter of Calendar Year 06 and Calendar Year 07 Maintenance Schedule previously coordinated with the Association in order to effectively and efficiently utilize our fleet and repair party.

The Waterways Council, Inc. 2006 Symposium and Annual Meeting will be held at the Gaylord Opryland Hotel in Nashville, TN from 18-20 October 2006. 

The Inland Waterways Users Board (IWUB) is scheduled to meet in Pittsburgh, PA on 16-17 November 2006.  The IWUB is a federal advisory committee that gives commercial users a strong voice in the investment decision-making process which is supported by their cost-sharing payments (fuel tax).  The principal responsibility of the Board is to recommend to the Congress, the Secretary of the Army, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers the prioritization of new and replacement inland navigation construction and major rehabilitation projects.                 

                                                                                          /signed/

                                                                             RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD    

                                                                             Chief, Operations Division         
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 10/11/06

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 


WEATHER RECAP

Temperature was below normal in September, and rainfall was at or above normal. The remnants of Tropical Storm Ernesto produced 1 to 3 inches of rain in the eastern portions of the area affecting predominantly the Allegheny River basin.  In the Allegheny and Ohio River basins rainfall averaged 4.5 to 5.0 inches or about 1 inch above normal.  Rainfall in the Monongahela basin was near normal averaging about 4.0 inches.

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 3.26 inches, which is 0.05 of an inch above normal. Temperature averaged 3.1 degrees/day below normal.
For the first 10 days of October temperatures were 1.5 degrees above normal and rainfall was a trace inches or 0.75 of an inch below normal.  Total precipitation since 1 Jan 2006 is 26.67 inches which is 3.8 inches below normal.

RIVER FLOWS

At the beginning of September seven day average flows were near normal with the exception of the Allegheny River basin where flows were above normal.  Rainfall associated with the remnants of Ernesto produced 1 to 3 foot raises on the Allegheny and Ohio Rivers from 2 – 6 September. The Allegheny and Ohio Rivers rose 1 to 3 feet on 13-14 September due to runoff produced from 2 days of rain. A third rise of 1-3 feet occurred on the Allegheny River on 28-29 September as a cold front moved across the basin.  By the end of the month seven day average flows were generally above normal with the exception of the Monongahela basin where flows were near normal

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is normal. Flows are 200-300 percent of the normal long term median flow. The only significant threat of flooding is posed by the remnants of tropical storms moving through the region. A widespread 2.0 to 2.5 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bankfull.  

WEATHER FORECAST

Today:  60% chance of showers & thunderstorms. High in the upper 60s.
Tonight: 80% chance of showers and thunderstorms.  Low near 45.
Thursday: Cooler with a 50% chance of showers. High in the mid 40s.
Thursday Night: 50% chance of showers. Low in the lower 30s.
Friday: Partly cloudy. High near 45.
Friday night: Partly cloudy. Low near 35.       

Saturday:  Partly cloudy. High near 50.
Saturday Night:  Partly cloudy. Low near 35.
Sunday:  Partly cloudy. High near 55.
Monday:  40% chance of showers. Low in the upper 30s.  High around 60.
Tuesday:  50% chance of showers. Low in the upper 40s. High near 65.
The 8 to 14 day forecast…below normal temperature and near normal rainfall. 

The Oct Outlook...near normal temperature and near normal flows.

The Oct-Nov-Dec Outlook…above normal temperature and near normal flows.
