

October Meeting Highlights


Sixteen Waterways members gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the October 8th meeting.  Lonnie Todd welcomed all attendees and introduced Hank Edwardo of the Army Corps of Engineers as the guest speaker.  
Coast Guard News


LCDR Mike Evanish reported that he was glad to be back in the Pittsburgh area and working with the Marine Safety Office.  He introduced Chief David Morgan to discuss recent developments in the Port Security Program.  Chief Morgan informed the attendees that the Coast Guard is currently sending letters to industry regarding the Maritime Transportation Security Act (MTSA) deadlines.  The final interpretation of the MTSA is due by November 25, 2003.  Vessel and Facility Security Plans must be submitted by December 29, 2003.  Facility plans are to be sent to the Port Captain for approval; however, the vessel plans are to be forwarded to the Maritime Safety Center in Washington, DC.  The deadline for full implementation for the plans is July 1, 2004.  The Coast Guard is also setting up a “Bang List”.  This is a listing of companies’ emails so that a Question and Answer forum can be distributed.  This will allow companies to submit questions and have them answered by the Coast Guard.  If you wish to be included in this listing, contact the Coast Guard with your email address.

Dick Ehringer voiced concern regarding late notification received by companies last Friday regarding a river closure.  It is vital for the Coast Guard and industry to have a strong partnership relationship.  A work group meeting will be set to cover issues regarding the vessel and facility plans.  The Coast Guard will be invited to attend for input.  Further information will be forwarded to the membership as soon as details are confirmed.  
Army Corps of Engineers


James Rockovich delivered the attached lock closure report.  The 2004/2005 repair schedule is currently being drafted. 

(See Attachment 1)
National Weather Service


William Drzal presented the attached weather report.  
(See Attachment 1)
Navigation Committee Report


Dick reported that a meeting was held with the Wheeling Heritage Port on the courtesy dock proposal and an agreement has been reached.  No boat will be permitted to dock on the outside only up inside of the courtesy dock. There will be signs posted and navigation lights on the dock at all times. 


A “CALL BEFORE 2:00 P.M. RULE” for appointments will go in effect where all commercial vessels desiring to transit Hildebrand and Opekiska, or after-hours transit at Morgantown Lock, must contact Point Marion L/D to make an appointment. The contact must be made before 2:00 P.M. for any lockage later that night or within the next 24 hours period. The appointment must be made with Point Marion L/D, giving the name of the vessel, expected time of arrival, approximate number and type of barges in the tow, and the expected time of any return trip. The procedure is being finalized and will be reviewed by the committee prior to implementation.

Legislative Committee Report


Mark reported that the merger between Waterways Works and DINAMO has been approved.  With this merger, there would be one national organization that could address waterway issues on a broader base.  The National Waterways Conference was invited to also merge with the group but declined.  Barry Palmer will be speaking at the November meeting regarding the newly formed organization.  RTOA and the Three Rivers Pollution Response Council will also be invited to attend this meeting.

The annual Washington D.C. trip is currently in the planning stage.  Companies will be contacted shortly regarding interest in participating in this important endeavor.  In the meantime, members continue to be encouraged to contact their local representatives to keep Pittsburgh waterways issues in the forefront. 

Port of Pittsburgh Commission


Jim McCarville reported: (1) that the Port of Pittsburgh Commission loan program has just implemented an interest rate reduction; (2) that a Port Operation Safety Council (POSC) meeting is planned for the last week of October; and (3) confirmed that a deeply divided the National Waterways Conference declined to merge with Waterways Works and DINAMO on a 23-22 vote.  

He also reported that at the NWC meeting, the US Army Corps of Engineers said it will be converting to “Performance-Based Budgeting” and that the Corps said this would “impact industry significantly” and that the Corps will focus money on segments where it has the most benefit, expected to be based on a tonnage/cost ratio. For example, expect new construction money to be funneled to completing those projects closest to completion. While this could mean more money for the Lower Mon, it could just as well mean that the Lower Mon may have to wait until Olmsted is completed. For operation and maintenance, the Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio rivers are each considered separate segments and O & M investment decisions will be made on historical patterns. Since, about five years ago, the Corps made significant one-time maintenance investments in the Upper Allegheny, it is critical to find out how those one-time maintenance investments will be used to establish any tonnage/cost ratios. If included as expected, it would distort the Allegheny’s attractiveness for future O & M decisions. 

Jim cautioned that industry needs to pay attention to how the Corps will calculate its baseline for future decisions and that this would be one of the items discussed at the POSC meeting.

Guest Speaker/Henry A. Edwardo, PE (Army Corps of Engineers) 

Hank’s presentation on the Lower Monongahela River Navigation Project Update included an informative slide show.  The attached
report summary was distributed to the membership in attendance.  Scheduled completion for the Mon project is now October 2014; however, at current funding levels that could extend into 2020.  It is vital that members understand that the rehab completed on Lock 3 in 1976 was temporary and expected to last only to 2000.  The flooding potential continues to increase until permanent repairs are made. 

It was decided that a letter be drafted to the membership regarding important facts and immediate concerns with the Mon Project delays.  It is imperative that industry begin to take an extremely united stand on these issues.   

Other Meeting Comments


Barry Palmer will be addressing the association at its November 12th meeting at the Chartiers Country Club.  Barry will be addressing questions and concerns regarding the merger of DINAMO and Waterway Works. The RTOA and Three Rivers Pollution Response Council will also be invited to attend.  Please mark your calendars and plan on attending this important meeting.

The meeting was concluded with Lonnie thanking Hank Edwardo on the very informative presentation and wished him well with his upcoming retirement.
November Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for November 12th at the Chartiers Country Club.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by November 7, 2003 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Membership Meeting

Chartiers Country Club
November 12, 2003 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon:

  Menu:


Vegetable Soup

Tenderloin Tips of Beef


Served over buttered noodles

Vegetable Medley


Chocolate Cake w/Chocolate Frosting
  Cost:
$20/per person
Speaker:  
Barry Palmer



The new organization created with the merger of the Waterways Works and DINAMO.

_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:______________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Friday, November 7th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
wapgh@zoominternet.net
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