U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                            August 12, 2009
Operations Division


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                              November 10, 2009 
Operations Division
MEMORANDUM FOR WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT: November, 2009 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through October 2009.
Braddock Lock and Dam, Monongahela River.  The Small chamber (56 x 360) at Braddock L/D will be closed from December 7, 2009 through December 15, 2009 for replacement of the Land Wall Filling Valve and associated machinery.  There will be intermittent delays to navigation in the large (110 x 720) chamber; otherwise, impact on navigation should be minimal. 
Hannibal L/D, Ohio River:  The small (600 x 110) chamber at Hannibal L/D has been out of operation since November 2, 2009, while the crew repairs and replaces some deteriorated hydraulic lines.  This work will continue possibly until November 20, 2009.  There have been little or no delays to navigation and the chamber could be placed back into operation immediately, if needed.

Allegheny River:  Next March, 2010, there will be a dewatering at Lock #2 Allegheny River, which will result in a 24 day closure.  Next April there will be work done on the emptying valves at Lock #4 Allegheny River, which will result in a width restriction due to bulkhead placement.

The demolition of the Point Marion Bridge has been postponed until next week.
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil 
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  

Deputy Chief, Operations Division, Kathy Griffin has been selected as the new Deputy Chief of Operations for the Pittsburgh District.  Kathy is currently the Chief of Operations for the Buffalo District.  Tim Fudge, who has been our Acting Deputy Chief, has accepted the Deputy Chief of Operations position in the Huntington District.
Notice is hereby given that beginning March 1, 2009 the USACE – Pittsburgh District will no longer send Notices to Navigation Interests by e-mail.  In order to view these notices, you must access the USACE – Pittsburgh District web page at www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm.
USACE will continue to send electronic version of Notices to Navigation Interests to USCG (United States Coast Guard) and the Waterways Association.
                                                                                         /signed/
           James R. Fisher
           Chief, Operations Division
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. of Pittsburgh Meeting 11/10/09

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

Temperatures were below normal in October, and rainfall was near or slightly above normal. Rainfall was generally light with no days receiving 0.50 of an inch or more in Pittsburgh. The heaviest rain in the region occurred across the upper Monongahela River basin on 23-24 October when 1.00 - 1.50 inches of rain fell along a slow moving cold front. 
With the exception of 2 and 9 October, temperatures were below normal from the 1st through the 19th of October. From the 20th to the 31st of October temperatures were above normal every day. Rainfall was near normal in the Allegheny and Ohio River basins averaging 2.5 – 3.0 inches. Slightly more rain fell over the Monongahela River basin where rainfall averaged 3.0 – 3.5 inches or about 0.50 of an inch above normal.

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 2.29 inches, which is 0.04 of an inch above normal. Temperature averaged 1.9 degrees below normal. 

For the first 9 days of November temperatures were 0.1 degrees/day below normal and precipitation was 0.07 inches which is 0.76 of an inch below normal.  Precipitation since 1 January is 31.97 inches or 3.62 inches below normal

RIVER FLOWS

Monthly stream flows for October were near normal in the Allegheny and Ohio River s and below normal in the Monongahela River basin. The only significant rise occurred from 24–25 October when the Monongahela River rose 3-5 feet.  Slightly more frequent rains and the transition to fall during the last half of the month gradually doubled flows in the Allegheny and Ohio Rivers and tripled the flow in the Monongahela River.  
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is below normal. Flows are 57 percent of normal on the Monongahela River, 115 percent of normal on the Allegheny and 110 percent of normal on the Ohio River. A widespread 2.0 to 2.5 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours will bring rivers to bankfull.  

WEATHER FORECAST

Today: Cloudy with isolated showers after 3pm. High near 59. Chance of precipitation is 20%.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy with a 20% chance of showers before 4am. Low around 41. 
Veterans Day: Mostly sunny, with a high near 53. 
Wednesday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 34. 
Thursday: Sunny, with a high near 54.. 
Thursday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 37. 
Friday: Sunny, with a high near 59. 
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 41. 
Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 61. 
Saturday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 44. 
Sunday: Partly sunny, with a high near 57. 
Sunday Night: Mostly cloudy with a 30% chance of showers. Low around 41. 
Monday: Mostly cloudy with a 30% of chance of showers. high near 53. 
8-14 Day Outlook…above normal temperature and below normal precipitation.

Nov Outlook...near normal temperature and flows

Dec-Jan-Feb  Outlook…below normal temperature and slightly below normal precipitation.
