U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       8 November 2006
Operations Division





                              
MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  November 2006 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 31 December 2006.
Montgomery L/D, Ohio River-  River conditions at Montgomery are now conducive to resume salvage and recovery activities on the Dam resulting from the navigation accident that occurred on 18 October 2006.  River Salvage mobilized to Montgomery on 6 November 2006 and is working on the removal of the barge in Gate Bay #4.  The Repair Fleet will mobilize to Montgomery for placement of the Gravity Dam in Gate Bay #8.  The Fleet will remain at Montgomery Dam through 22 December 2006 placing gravity dams in Dam Gate Bays #8 and #4, and making repairs to Dam Gates #6, #5 and #2.  
Lock 4, Monongahela River-  The 3-day closure of the single 56-ft x 720-ft lock chamber (previously scheduled from 7 thru 9 November 2006) has been cancelled.  This work to replace the upstream lock gates will be rescheduled in April 2007.
Lock 4, Monongahela River-  The 12-day job to renovate the Middle Wall 10' x 12' Emptying Valve in the 56-ft x 720-ft lock chamber (previously scheduled for 10-21 November 2006) has been cancelled.  This repair work will be rescheduled in April 2007.
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm                                                           

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 

The Inland Waterways Users Board (IWUB) is scheduled to meet in Pittsburgh, PA on 16-17 November 2006.  The IWUB is a federal advisory committee that gives commercial users a strong voice in the investment decision-making process which is supported by their cost-sharing payments (fuel tax).  The principal responsibility of the Board is to recommend to the Congress, the Secretary of the Army, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers the prioritization of new and replacement inland navigation construction and major rehabilitation projects.                 

                                                                             RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD    

                                                                             Chief, Operations Division         
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 11/8/06

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

Temperature was below normal in October, and rainfall was above normal.  There were three significant rain events in October (17-18, 20-21, and 28-29) which produced between 1 and 2 inches of rain.  Rainfall averaged 5.0 to 5.5 inches in the Allegheny and Ohio Rivers, which is 2.5-3.0 inches above normal. In the Monongahela River basin rainfall averaged about 4.5 inches or 1.75 inches above normal.

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 4.84 inches, which is 2.59 inches above normal. Temperature averaged 1.7 degrees/day below normal.
For the first 7 days of October temperatures were 5.7 degrees/day below normal (normal high/low 54/37 degrees) and rainfall was 0.05 inches or 0.58 of an inch below normal.  Total precipitation since 1 Jan 2006 is 31.56 inches which is 1.04 inches below normal.

RIVER FLOWS

At the beginning of October seven day average flows were generally above normal with the exception of the Monongahela River basin where flows were near normal. Two storms on 17-18 and 20-21 October produced a total of 2.0 – 3.0 inches of rain in the Allegheny, and Ohio River basins, and 1.5-2.0 inches in the Monongahela River basin.  This resulted in an overall rise of 5-9 feet on the Allegheny River, 3-8 feet on the Monongahela River, and 9-13 feet on the Ohio River.  Another 1.0-1.5 inch rainfall on 28-29 October produced rises of 2-4 feet on the Allegheny River, 3-6 feet on the Monongahela River, and 6-7 feet on the Ohio River. By the end of the month flows were above normal in the Monongahela River basin and much above normal in the Allegheny and Ohio River basins.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is above normal. Flows are well above normal long term median flows. The growing season has ended which means increased runoff, and storms capable of producing widespread rainfalls are becoming more likely.  A widespread 2.0 to 2.5 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours will to bring rivers to bankfull.  

WEATHER FORECAST

Today and Tonight:  Mostly Cloudy.  High 57. Low 45. 
Thursday and Tuesday Night: Partly Cloudy. High 65.  Low 47.
Friday and Friday Night: Partly Cloudy.  High 63. Low 45.      

Saturday:  Mostly Cloudy. 40 percent chance of showers. High 63.
Saturday Night:  Mostly Cloudy.  40 percent chance of snow and rain showers. Low 37.
Sunday:  Partly Cloudy.  High 47. Low 35.
Monday and Tuesday:  Partly Cloudy. Highs 50. Lows 37.
8 to 14 day forecast…near normal temperature and above normal rainfall. 

Nov Outlook...above normal temperature and near normal rainfall.

Dec-Jan-Feb Outlook…above normal temperature and below normal precipitation.
