

May Highlights

Thirty-four (34) members gathered at Chartiers Country club for the May 8, 2013 luncheon meeting.  Terry Wirginis introduced Michael Graham who has replaced Ryan Newton as Marine Operations Director at the Gateway Clipper Fleet.
Coast Guard News

CDR Lindsay Weaver reviewed the attached report.
Army Corps of Engineers
Dane Summerville, Supervisory Operations Specialist (Allegheny), introduced Allegheny River Area Lockmaster, James Klanica and reviewed the attached report.
Please note: The repair fleet will be working outside the district as a part of the Regional approach to asset management.  Response time to any emergency will be impacted.  Members questioned contingency plans in the case of an emergency and the Corp is currently working on different scenarios.
National Weather Service
Joe Palko provided the attached report.
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Mary Ann Bucci presented the following information:

· The Port of Pittsburgh was awarded the Champion of Change for the Wireless Waterways Project.  Jim McCarville and Rex Woodward are in Washington, DC to accept the award.

· June 2nd – 7th, 2013 is the dates for the Wireless Waterways System test bed launch.  The final day of the event will coincide with the June 7th event reopening of the Point State Park Fountain and the Three Rivers Art Festival.

· The 2013 Security Grant Program will not flow through a fiduciary program.  Information will be distributed shortly through USCG, Pittsburgh.  Anyone with questions can contact Mary Ann Bucci for assistance.

· CMAQ funds of $3.6 million are now available and will be providing a 50/50 match.  Interest statements would be forwarded to JD Fogarty or Mary Ann Bucci as funds are expected to go quickly. Members requested the application deadline provide four weeks for application completion.

· The Pittsburgh Maritime Club is currently conducting a logo contest.  All details are available on the Port of Pittsburgh website with the winning design receiving $300.

Education Committee Report
Michael Graham reported the May 7, 2013 Career Awareness event was cancelled due to a low participation.  Our next event is scheduled for July.  The October event currently has 50 committed attendees.  A maximum of 80 participants has been set.  Also, the Man Overboard Seminar is set for Thursday, July 11th at the Floreffe Fire Hall and the Barge Breakaway Seminar with a managerial focus will be provided at Chartiers Country Club on Thursday, October 10th.
Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff provided the following items:

· April was a very busy month in regards to dredging operations.  At the Charleroi old bridge site, metal and concrete along with soil have been removed.
· Operation staffing on the Allegheny River continue to provide commerce challenges to industry.  A meeting was held with the US Army Corp of Engineers in a continuing effort to work through these issues.
· Emsworth Tow Hauling Unit repair was completed and the Tow Hauling Unit is now working.
· On May 22nd during Safe Boating Week, CONSOL will be conducting an educational opportunity at Pike Island.  Recreational boaters will be provided a hands-on perspective on a tow’s blind spots and how to better transit around industry vessels.
· A wreath laying ceremony will be held at Elizabeth on May 18th.
· The Coast Guard has issued a Safety Alert regarding the use of Power Strips.  An email was sent earlier today containing details of this issue.
· The recent Search and Rescue forum highlighted all of Pittsburgh’s resources to handle emergencies.  This will be an annual event.
Legislative Committee Report
Mark Devinney reported that members are encouraged to communicate concerns in regards to waterways infrastructure with your local representatives either by mail or email.  It is important to state the objective of your communication and include items such as who you are and how many your company employs.  The below information speaks of the grassroots effort by Congressional constituents:
One of the most impactful pieces of legislation on the waterways industry and our jobs and careers, the Water Resources and Development Act (WRDA), may well be introduced and debated on the United States Senate floor this week.  The WRDA bill essentially provides for the funding of waterways construction projects like locks and dams and also pays for the major rehabilitation of locks and dams.  Without passage of a WRDA bill, we will not see changes in the funding and completion of Olmsted Lock and Dam, Kentucky Lock and Dam, new locks on the Monongahela, the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers or the replacement of the aging Industrial Lock.  The vast majority of the river industry and American Commercial Lines supports this bill and would greatly appreciate your support as well.  
 
What can you do?  Go to www.waterwayscouncil.org and click on the red TAKE ACTION NOW! button.  This will take you to a letter already drafted with the appropriate content.  Simply enter your zip code and follow the prompts.  Best of all, tell a friend and pass the word along to all of your teammates.  
Additional Meeting Comments:

The Pittsburgh Maritime will be touring the Clark Testing facility located in Large, PA on Thursday, May 30th.  Anyone interested in obtaining more details can contact Cheryll directly at cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org.
The Pittsburgh Maritime Summer Picnic Social will be held on Friday, June 21st at the Moon Township Park Rotary Shelter.  Details will be provided shortly.

June Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for June 12, 2013 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, June 6, 2013 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
June 12, 2013
Menu:


Caesar Salad w/Mancini Croutons 


Black Pepper Fettuccine Alfredo w/grilled chicken


Steamed Broccoli


Blueberry Pie w/vanilla ice cream


Ice tea, hot tea & coffee
Cost:
$25/per member
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, May 2, 2013 to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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