U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                            May 11, 2011
Operations Division
MEMORANDUM FOR WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT: May, 2011 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1. LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS 
The Repair Party is currently working on a complete closure and dewatering of the lock chamber at CWBY L/D, on the Allegheny River.  This work began on 3 May, 2011 and will continue through 27 May, 2011. No traffic will be able to pass through the lock, at this time.

The small chamber at Braddock L/D will be closed from 6 June 2011 through 24 June 2011.  The Repair Party will be working on valves.  We would like to take this opportunity to install much needed screen bars on the valve intakes, while the Repair Party is on site.  This will require diving operations and will cause a closure of the large chamber between 0800 and 1600 daily, on Monday through Friday.  In order to reduce any backup of tow queues during this closure, if a queue backs up, on the 0800 to 1600 shift, we will suspend diving operations and commence lockages until the queue has been depleted.
        2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES 


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil 
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Notice is hereby given that the USACE – Pittsburgh District will no longer send Notices to Navigation Interests by e-mail.  In order to view these notices, you must access the USACE – Pittsburgh District web page at www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm.
USACE will continue to send electronic version of Notices to Navigation Interests to USCG (United States Coast Guard) and the Waterways Association.
River Navigation Charts are available by calling the Government Printing Office Book Store at 866-512-1800.  Currently the Pittsburgh District Charts are available at the cost of $24.50 to $29.50.

The coal barge, which was on the Back Channel Dam at Emsworth L/D, was removed by River Salvage on Tuesday May 3, 2011.  They also removed the water tanks that were above Opekiska L/D on Friday May 6, 2011. 
                                                                                /signed/
Kathy M. Griffin
Acting Chief, Operations Division
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. of Pittsburgh Meeting 05/11/11

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

April was the month of “Endless Water.”   Five separate rises of 4 feet or more moved down the Ohio River between April 15th and 27th. Although there was no flooding on the Allegheny, Monongahela, or Ohio Rivers, there was a significant impact to navigation. April was the wettest of the last 3 months. 

The trend of storms moving through the Ohio River Valley that began mid-February continued through April.  The largest rises were associated with storms that occurred April 5-7 and April 13-14 with rises ranging from 4 to 13 feet on each occasion.  These events were followed every 2 to 4 days with yet another rain event that resulted of 2 to 10 feet each time. Fortunately, these rises were primarily generated within the Monongahela and the Upper Ohio River basins and received very little additional inflow from the Allegheny River basin.  Had we received proportional rainfall/rises within the Allegheny basin, the widespread flooding that has occurred across the middle and lower Ohio River basins would have encompassed the entire river basin.  The initial two storms produced generally 1.0 – 2.0 inches of basin average rainfall. The subsequent rainfall events were smaller creating lesser rises on the region’s rivers.  

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 5.13 inches, which is 2.12 inches above normal. Temperature averaged 3.4 degree/day above normal. Snowfall in April was 0.8 inches or 0.7 inches below normal for the month. For the winter season, snowfall was 56.7 inches or 16.1 inches above the normal of 40.6 inches. 

For the first 10 days of May temperatures averaged 2.8 degrees below normal.  Precipitation was 1.08 inches which is 0.06 of an inch below normal.  Rainfall for the year was 18.58 inches since January 1st, which is 6.19 inches above normal.

RIVER FLOWS 

A series of seven rises occurred with the most significant occurring from 4-7, 13–15, and 19–21 April with each rise starting at higher initial conditions. The Ohio River at the Point in Pittsburgh was out of pool (above 17.3 feet) over 21 days during the month. The longest period of time the river was in pool during the month was from the 1st through the 4th.  Average flows for the month averaged from much above to high.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is above normal. Currently flows are 225% of normal on the Allegheny River, 160% of normal on the Monongahela River, and 195% of normal on Ohio River.  Rainfall of 1.5 – 2.0 inches in 6-12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full. 

WEATHER FORECAST

Today: Mostly sunny. High near 80. East wind between 3 and 7 mph. 
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a low around 54. East wind between 3 and 5 mph. 
Thursday: Partly sunny, with a high near 79. East wind between 3 and 7 mph. 
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 58. 
Friday: Mostly cloudy with a 30% chance of afternoon showers and thunderstorms. High 75. 
Friday Night: Mostly cloudy with a 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms. Low around 57. 
Saturday: Mostly cloudy with a 50% chance of showers. High near 68. 
Saturday Night: A 50% chance of showers. Low around 55. 
Sunday and Sunday Night: A 50% chance of showers. High near 67. Low around 53. 
Monday and Monday Night: A 40% chance of showers. High near 67. Low near 50.

Tuesday: A 50% chance of showers and thunderstorms. High near 65.
8-14 Day Outlook…near normal temperature and above normal precipitation.

May Outlook...Near normal temperatures and above normal rainfall.

Jun-Jul-Aug Outlook…Below normal temperatures and above normal rainfall.
