Operations and Readiness Division





    17 March 2004
MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  March 2004 Meeting

REPORT ON LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS TO NAVIGATION

1.  The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays to navigation interests through 

31 May 2004.

Hildebrand L/D, Monongahela River -  A contractor for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is continuing to perform maintenance dredging, river and weather conditions permitting.  The dredging should be complete by the end of March 2004.  Only minor delays to navigation are expected.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interest No. 04-02)
Dashields L/D, Ohio River -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet is renovating the middle wall filling and emptying valves and their operating machinery in the 110ft x 600ft lock chamber.  Work began on 2 March 2004 and will be complete by 23 March 2004.  The 56ft x 360ft river lock chamber will be closed to navigation traffic during the work period.  The 110ft x 600ft land chamber will remain open with only intermittent delays expected.  Currently, the work on the middle wall filling valve is complete and the emptying valve is on schedule for completion next week.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-03)  
Dashields L/D, Ohio River -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will repair the upstream land wall gate damaged in a navigation accident starting on 23 March 2004 and continuing thru 26 March 2004.  The 110ft x 600ft lock chamber will be closed to navigation during this 4-day work period.  The 56ft x 360ft lock chamber will be open for river traffic.  The Corps coordinated the lockage procedures with the Waterways Association before issuing the navigation notice for this job.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-04)
Locks & Dam 2, Monongahela River -  A contractor for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will be removing the existing fixed crest dam at Mile 11.2; this demolition work will begin in late March 2004 and should take about 60 days to remove the existing fixed crest dam.  This work was originally scheduled from 4 March thru 15 April 2004 but has been delayed due to high river flows.  River traffic passing the site should not be interrupted with the exception of periodic delays just prior to and immediately following any scheduled blast.  These delays may occur as often as once per day during the main demolition phases of this work and the delays will last 1.5 to 2 hours.  Scheduled blasting is expected to occur sometime between noon and 4:00 PM.  Also note that the upstream pool will be artificially raised using the new gated dam at Braddock to an upper gage near 14.3 feet periodically to facilitate preparatory work for blasting.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-13)
Locks 2 and Locks 3, Monongahela River -  Navigation accidents have resulted in damage to upstream lock gates in the land chamber at both projects as well as damage to the guidewall and light pole at Locks 3.  Repairs are anticipated to be completed during the 5–16 April 2004 time period.  Lock chamber closures for these repair jobs are expected to have minimal impact to river traffic; more details will follow in Notices to Navigation Interests.  

Morgantown L/D, Monongahela River -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will replace the land wall filling valve and renovate its operating machinery in the single 84ft x 600ft lock chamber.  Work is scheduled to begin on 19 April 2004 and continue thru 29 April 2004.  Intermittent delays up to 4 hours may be encountered during this 11-day work period.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-05)

Hildebrand L/D, Monongahela River -  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will close and dewater the single 84ft x 600ft lock chamber to repair the lock gates, sills, and floating mooring bitts.  Work is scheduled to begin on 3 May 2004 and be completed by 27 May 2004.  No river traffic will be able to pass through the lock during this 25-day work period.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 04-11)
2.  The following Internet sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information:


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



http://www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:   

            http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/
c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:            http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/navrpt.htm    
d. Braddock Web Cameras:

            http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/webcam/braddock_webcam.htm          

3.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers demolition contractor at Charleroi (Lock 4, MR) anticipates that in the April 2004 timeframe, the small 56ft x 360ft lock chamber will be taken out of operation.  Thus the large 56ft x 720ft lock chamber will be the only means to transit Charleroi until construction of the new 84ft x 720ft river chamber is completed in the next 10-12 years.  Our Project Manager and Construction Branch have been coordinating with the Waterways Association and the Corps’  demolition contractor regarding the temporary shutdown of the locks to perform hydraulic work at Charleroi, and are tentatively planning shutdowns to all river traffic at Charleroi in the month of April to accomplish this work (prior to the re-opening of the Cumberland Mine and the movement of large quantities of coal in May).  Tentative plans call 
for two 24-hour shutdowns in April 2004 most likely on a Monday and Thursday; with periodic 2-hour closures of the locks interspersed throughout the work period on the hydraulic system.                                                                      
The Corps expects to finalize plans with the contractor and issue a Navigation Notice with the actual dates and impacts within the next couple weeks.  Also, a Corps contractor will be constructing a pivot (protection) cell at Charleroi in April and river traffic will need to transit the lock slowly using extreme caution.  More details to follow in the Navigation Notice.
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4.  Allegheny River Locks 5 thru 9 are currently closed for the winter season except for appointment lockages for commercial tows.  Locks 5 thru 9 will open for the recreation season starting the last week of April 2004.  The operating hours will be similar to last year’s schedule.    Effective 25 April, Locks 5 and 6 will be open daily from 7:30 AM to 8:10 PM.  Effective 29 April, Locks 7 and 8 will be open Thursdays through Mondays from 12:30 PM to 8:10 PM each day.  And effective 1 May, Lock 9 will be open Saturdays, Sundays & Holidays from 12:30 PM to 8:10 PM each day.  Appointment lockages at Locks 5 thru 9 for commercial operators will be accepted after hours except during the period from 11:00 PM to 6:30 AM each day.  Locks 2, 3 and 4 will continue to operate 24 hours daily.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No.
04-12) 

5.  Morgantown L/D, Hildebrand L/D and Opekiska L/D on the upper Monongahela River 
will operate on the following schedule beginning in April 2004.  Morgantown will be open from 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM Monday thru Friday; and from 12:30 PM to 8:20 PM on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays from April through the month of November 2004.  Appointment lockages at Morgantown will be accepted from commercial tows after hours (during the non-operating hours).  Hildebrand and Opekiska will be open from 12:30 PM to 8:20 PM on Saturdays, Sundays & Holidays from April thru November 2004.  Appointment lockages at Hildebrand and Opekiska will be accepted from commercial tows after hours except during the period from 11:00 PM to 6:30 AM each day.  A Notice to Navigation Interests will be issued after the Corps makes final notification of Congressional interests.
                                                                                                      /s/   
                                                                                JAMES J. ROCKOVICH, P.E.           

                                                                                Assistant Chief, Operations and Readiness

                                                                                    Division                                                                                                                                
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh  Meeting 03/17/04
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--www.erh.noaa.gov/pit
WEATHER RECAP
In February precipitation averaged 2.0 - 2.5 inches in the Monongahela and OhioRiver basins or about 0.5 of an inch below normal. In the Allegheny River basin precipitation averaged about 1.75 inches or 1.0 inch below normal.  

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation  was 2.44 inches which was 0.07 of an inch above normal. Temperature averaged 1.1 degrees/day above normal. Monthly snowfall was 4.1 inches bringing the seasonal total to 44.9 inches. Normal snowfall through the end of February is 31.2 inches.

For the first 16 days of March temperatures have been 3.8 degrees/day above normal, precipitation was 1.69 inches or 0.10 of an inch above normal. There were 4.9 inches of snow bringing the seasonal total to 49.8 inches. 

RIVER FLOWS and ICE

Rivers were at near normal levels at the beginning of the month, but began rising rapidly during the first week of February.  By the time rivers crested on 7 February, the Allegheny River had risen 1.5 - 2.0 feet, the Monongahela River 7 -15 feet, and the Ohio River 5 - 13 feet. Minor flooding occurred at Charleroi (FS 28, crest 30.8) and Elizabeth (FS 20, crest 21.3). Except for the minor rises of 1 - 3  feet in the Allegheny and Ohio, and River basins from 19 -23 Feb, rivers generally receded through the remainder of the month and were at near normal levels by month ’s end. On 5-7 March the Monongahela rose 7 -13 feet and the Ohio river 6-8 feet. Elizabeth crested at the flood stage of 20 feet. Ice finally moved out of the Allegheny River on 2 March.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is normal on the all rivers in the region.  Rivers flows are near normal,  groundwater levels are high, soils are remain wet from recent rains and snow melt. A widespread 2.0 inches of rain in 12 to 24 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.      
WEATHER FORECAST









Today: 40 percent chance of snow showers. High in the lower 30s

Tonight: 40 percent chance of snow showers. Inch or less accumulation. Low in the lower 20s.
  

Thursday: 40 percent chance of afternoon rain or snow showers. High near 40.

Thursday Night: 60 percent chance of rain and snow showers. Low near 30.

Friday: Partly cloudy. High in the mid 40s.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy. Low in the lower 30s

Saturday: 40 percent chance of rain showers. High in the lower 50s.

Saturday Night: 40 percent chance of rain and snow showers. Low in the lower 30s.

Sunday: Mostly cloudy. High in the mid 40s

Monday: Partly cloudy. Low in the upper 20s. High in the lower 40s.

Tuesday: Mostly cloudy. Low near 30. High in the upper 40s. 

The 8 to 14 day forecast is for above  normal temperature and near normal precipitation

The March Outlook is for near normal temperatures and precipitation.

The Apr-May-Jun Outlook is for near normal temperature and precipitation.

