

March Meeting Highlights


Seventeen Waterways members and guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the March 17th meeting.  

Coast Guard News


Chief Dave Morgan discussed several items:

· The Coast Guard will be conducting the 2nd Annual Industry Day at the 911th Air Force Reserve Base Club on March 31, 2004 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Anyone interested in attending or obtaining additional information can contact Chief David Morgan at the Coast Guard Office.
· Members were thanked for their participation in the Area Maritime Security Plan subcommittee.  The draft deadline for this plan is April 1st.  The Coast Guard has participated in several drills that highlight and focus on security issues in an effort to develop action plans.  Chief Morgan reminded the group that security drills are a part of the security plan implementation and each facility should be instituting a plan.  

· Lt. Mike Evanish spoke about the Incident Command Systems (ICS) and the importance that the law enforcement officials be encouraged to participate in the strong networking groups developed by the Waterways Association.
Army Corps of Engineers


James Rockovich presented the attached report to the membership.  He also updated the group on the Independent Value Engineering Proposal’s savings estimation has been completed and the district decision is expected by the end of March. (See Attachment 1)


 
Dick Ehringer expressed concern regarding the Hildebrand appointments not being accepted during the period from 11 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. each day. The Navigation committee is currently providing suggestions to Senator Byrd’s office in an effort to maintain appointments for Hildebrand around the clock for commercial tows.
National Weather Service


William Drzal presented the attached weather report.  
(See Attachment 1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission 

Mary Ann Bucci reported the Request for Proposals for the Smart Lock Project have generated eight proposals that are currently being 
reviewed by the committee.  The project will begin testing on the Ohio River this spring.


The Port has been awarded grants from the U.S. Department of Transportation, which will allow funding of 80% of the purchase of three water taxi vessels at a cost of about $150,000 each. An experienced contractor is being sought to operate a water taxi service in the downtown Pittsburgh river pool.  The selected proper will have input on the type of vessels to be purchased by the PPC, including recommendations to insure compliance with U.S. Coast Guard regulations and other laws and regulations.  

Navigation Committee Report

The River Life Task Force is exploring the possibility of installing wetlands floating on barges to be immediately off the Mon Wharf and the Navigation Committee has expressed great concern for the proposal.  The committee has recommended that the Army Corps of Engineers be contacted for professional review of the plan.
The Calling Tree is being updated.  It is vital that all contact numbers, including phone and fax, be updated.  Please contact Cheryll or Dick Ehringer with any changes immediately.

Legislative Committee Report

Bill Porter reported for Mark Devinney who was unable to attend the meeting.  The Washington trip was conducted on March 9-11, 2004 and included attendance to the National Waterways Conference Budget Summit that features David Hobson (Chair, Appropriations Subcommittee) as the speaker.  It also included attendance to the National Waterways Conference reception along with several Coast Guard representatives.  Bill reported that approximately 12 individuals participated in visiting legislators from Ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania.  Discussions included concerns about the Lower Mon Project and additional funding to study Emsworth, Dashields, and Montgomery. The group stressed the importance that 100% of the allotted monies for these projects be spent on these projects and not diverted through "reprogramming" and "shrinkage and slippage".  Discussions with Coast Guard officials focused on Port/Vessel security issues, license renewals and the implementation of time saving procedures. 
Other Meeting Comments


Al Stein announced to the membership that Capt. Jack Ross had passed away.  His vast knowledge of river history will be greatly missed.  Lonnie Todd notified the group that Jack English’s mother had recently passed away and flowers from the association had been sent.  
April Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for April 14th at the Chartiers Country Club.    Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by April 9, 2004 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting. 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Membership Meeting

Chartiers Country Club
601 Baldwin Road, Pittsburgh, PA
April 14, 2004 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon:

  


Cost:
$20/per person

Seasonal Fresh Fruit Cup

Breast of Chicken Dijonnaise
 
Rice Pilaf
  
Peach Pie

Assorted rolls w/butter
_____
YES, I will be attending  
_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:________________________________
NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Friday, April 9th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
wapgh@zoominternet.net
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