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May 2, 2010

One Call System was activated to alert members to high water potential as follows:

The National Weather Service has forecasted basin average rainfall to range from 0.75 TO 1.55 inches.  Local area rivers are expected to rise steadily across the region over the next 24 hour period. Gray’s Landing is predicted to crest in the action stage at 15.2’ at 2000 Monday evening.  Please be cognizant of all river gauges and take any necessary precautions.

May 7, 2010

A Wind Advisory was issued as follows:

Very windy conditions are expected to develop over the Pittsburgh District Saturday in the wake of a strong cold front.  West winds of 25 to 30 MPH will prevail Saturday through Saturday evening...wind gusts up to 50 MPH are expected.  A wind advisory means that wind gusts greater than 45 MPH are expected.  Winds that strong will make navigation difficult.  Please use extreme caution while navigating the Upper Ohio Valley Rivers and be cognizant of wind gusts as well as wind swells.  Fleet areas should take all necessary precautions to properly secure fleets.

USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for a private party fireworks display from mile marker 0.0 to mile marker 0.1, extending the entire width of the Monongahela River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 10:00 pm on Friday, may 7, 2010.

May 8, 2010

USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pittsburgh Pirates fireworks from mile marker 0.4 to mile marker 0.6 on the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:30 pm on Saturday, may 8, 2010.

May 17, 2010

John T. Meyers main chamber was closed due to an anchor arm crack on the lower landward gate.  Self help was immediately initiated.  Followed by an industry provided helper boat.  Estimated time of closure was initially one week.
May 19, 2010 

The One Call System was activated to alert members of an unpredicted jump in the Upper Monongahela River (Opekiska, Hilderbrand, Morgantown, and Point Marion) The upper locks quickly crested and began reducing gate openings.  Several Locks & Dams quickly entered the Waterways Action Plan watch phase due to gauge readings and gate openings.  All members were urged to REMAIN VIGILANT and take all necessary precautions to ensure the safety of all personnel, that all fleets are properly secured, and vessels/tows are suitable for the expected operating conditions.
May 22, 2010

Ohio River Swimmer Mimi Hughes departed the Mon Warf planning to swim the entire length of the Ohio River.  She successfully swam the Pittsburgh District without a glitch thanks to the great communications with the USACE, USCG, and WAP Navigation Committee.
USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the venture outdoors festival from mile marker 0.0 (point state park) on the Monongahela river to mile marker 1.0 (port authority transit bridge) extending 200 feet out from the right descending bank.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 11:00 am until approximately 6:00 pm on Saturday, may 22, 2010.
May 24, 2010

USACE reopened Emsworth Lock & Dam main chamber four days prior to anticipated completion date.  Closure went extremely well.  Advice for upcoming closures - maintain old vessel queue managing system rather than electronic system due to inability to list assist vessels, helper boats, etc.
USCG MSU Pittsburgh Issued an Information Bulletin announcing River Industry Day on June 25, 2010 at the Floreffe Volunteer Fire Company Social Hall from 0800 to 1500.  Local industry is urged to attend.

May 25, 2010
Pittsburgh/Huntington Marine Incident Summit Meeting was held in Marietta, Ohio.  A fair amount of industry attendees were present.  The group has agreed to add an additional hour to the later part of future meetings to address any questions, issues, or concerns regarding the new vessel inspections (Subchapter M).
May 27, 2010 

USCG issued a Marine Safety Alert regarding AIS usage strongly reminding operators that use of AIS text messaging does not relieve the vessel of other requirements, such as the Vessel Bridge-to-Bridge Radiotelephone regulations or of the requirements to sound whistle signals and display lights or shapes in accordance with the International or Inland Navigation Rules.  Issues involving vessels relying solely on AIS and failing to conduct bridge to bridge radiotelephone security calls and meeting agreements have been noted in the Pittsburgh District. 

May 28, 2010

USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the borough of Sewickley fireworks.  Navigation will be restricted from mile marker 11.7 to mile marker 12.0 on the Ohio River, extending the entire width of the river.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-670-4288.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 10:00 pm on Friday, may 28, 2010. The rain date for this event is Saturday, may 29, 2010.
June 2, 2010

 A security zone was established for the Monongahela River Mile Marker 0.8 to Mile Marker 1.2 and from Mile Marker 0.0 to 0.4.  from 1200 to 1600 to allow for the President’s visit to CMU.
A stakeholder meeting on the Upper Ohio Study was held to discuss the option in regards to Emsworth, Montgomery, and Dashields.

One Call System was activated to advise industry that the National Weather Service had issued a severe thunderstorm, as well as, tornado warning for the Pittsburgh District...specifically New Cumberland, Toronto, and Wellsville.  Wind gusts were expected to range from 70 to 90 mph.  All those in the vicinity were asked to take all necessary precautions, notify all personnel, vessels, and fleets.
June 5, 2010

The scheduled closure, June 7th, 2010 of the main chamber for R.C.Byrd has been postponed. The ACOE is still working at Belleville L&D.  A meeting to review the Huntington District maintenance schedule for the remainder of 2010 was conducted and the new schedule is now available.

USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pittsburgh Pirates fireworks from mile marker 0.4 to mile marker 0.6 on the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:30 pm on Saturday, June 5, 2010.
USCG Special local regulation as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a special local regulation for the paddle for the point marine event.  Navigation will be restricted from the confluence at point state park (mile marker 0.0) to the eastern end of the USS Requin submarine (mile marker 0.2) extending 800 ft out from the RDB on the Ohio river, to the Mon wharf (mile marker 0.6) extending 100 ft out from the RDB on the Monongahela river, and to fort Duquesne highway bridge (mile marker 0.2) extending the entire width of the river on the Allegheny river.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this regulated area unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-670-4288.  The special local regulation will enter into effect at 10:30 am until approximately 2:30 pm on Saturday, June 5, 2010, with a rain date of June 12, 2010 from 10:30 am to 2:30 pm.
June 7, 2010

Lock 3 Mon River was closed to navigation to repair a hydraulic line.  Estimated closure time was approximately 3 to 4 hours.  Lock was reopened within an hour and a half. 

Upcoming River Events
 June 4 – 13, 2010 
8:00 AM to 8:00 PM (daily) Three Rivers Arts Festival: No River Closure Allegheny River mile marker 0.2-0.3, Display of an inflatable object to be moored along the North Shore not to extend further than 40 feet outward from shore. 

June 26, 2010
6:00 AM to 3:00 PM Cabela's King Catfish Tournament: No River Closure Monongahela River MM 41.5-115.4, Fishing tournament.

June 27, 2010
12:00 PM (noon) to 4:00 PM Blessing of the Fleet: No River Closure Allegheny River MM 0.0-0.1
July 4, 2010
USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Wellsburg 4th of July fireworks from mile marker 73.5 to mile marker 74.5 on the Ohio River extending 330 feet from the left descending bank.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:00 pm on Sunday, July 4, 2010.
July 3, 2010:
USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pittsburgh Pirates fireworks from mile marker 0.4 to mile marker 0.6 on the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:30 pm on Saturday, July 3, 2010.
July 11, 2010:
USCG Special Local Regulation established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a special local regulation for the 2010 search for Monongy from mile marker 0.0 (point state park) on the Allegheny River to mile marker 0.7 (7th street bridge) extending the entire width of the river.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this regulated area unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The special local regulation will enter into effect at 9:30 am until approximately 2:00 pm on Sunday, July 11, 2010. 
July 17, 2010: 
USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the Pittsburgh pirate’s fireworks from mile marker 0.4 to mile marker 0.6 on the Allegheny River.  Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:00 pm until approximately 11:30 pm on Saturday, July 17, 2010.
July 24, 2010: 
USCG Safety Zone established as follows:

The coast guard hereby gives notice that the captain of the port Pittsburgh has established a safety zone for the upper Ohio valley Italian fireworks display.  Navigation will be restricted from mile marker 90.4 to mile marker 90.6, extending the entire width of the Ohio River. Persons and vessels shall not enter into, depart from, or move within this safety zone unless specifically authorized by the captain of the port Pittsburgh or his authorized representative.  All concerned traffic can contact the coast guard on vhf-fm channel 16 or the captain of the port at 412-644-5808.  The safety zone will enter into effect at 9:15 pm until approximately 10:15 pm on Saturday, July 24, 2010.
