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MEMORANDUM FOR WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT:  July 2008 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 30 September 2008.
Braddock L/D, Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Repair Fleet closed and dewatered the main 110-ft x 720-ft lock chamber to repair the lock gate miter and quoin seals; gate anchorages; as well as repair the land wall emptying valve.  The work began on 
24 June 2008 and is on schedule to be completed on 13 July 2008.  During the 18-day closure of the main lock chamber, all traffic is being passed through the small 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber; average delays are currently about 18 hours per tow.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 08-16 REVISED)

Braddock L/D, Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Repair Fleet will replace the middle wall filling valve starting on 14 July 2008 and continuing through 20 July 2008.  The small 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber will be closed during this 7-day work period.  The main 110-ft x 720-ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic with minimal interruptions anticipated during the valve replacement activity.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 08-17 REVISED)
New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Repair Fleet will replace the middle wall emptying tainter valve starting on 5 August 2008 and continuing through 22 August 2008.  The small 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber will be closed during this 18-day work period.  The main 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic with periodic interruptions anticipated during the valve replacement activity.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 08- 22)
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a.   Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b.   Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
            c.   District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm                                                           
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3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  

· 6-11 July: OMB Tour of the Great Lakes & Ohio River System (ending in Pittsburgh District on 11 July)  

· 15 July: PIANC USA 2008 Conference

· 23-24 July: ERDC Navigation RARG - Vicksburg, MS
· 4-8 August: USACE Senior Leaders Conference in Pittsburgh

· 5 August: LRD Change of Command @ Senior Leaders Conference
· 13-14 August: AWO Summer Meeting 

                                                                        RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD    

                                                                         Chief, Operations Division    
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. of Pittsburgh Meeting 7/9/08

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 


WEATHER RECAP

Temperature averaged above normal with high temperatures at or above 90 degrees on three days in early June. Rainfall was above normal. The most significant rain event occurred on 3-4 June when a widespread 1.5 – 3.0 inches of rain fell in the Monongahela River basin. This resulted in large rises along the entire length of the Monongahela River, but all forecast points crested below flood stage. Precipitation averaged nearly 6.00 inches in the Monongahela and Ohio Rivers which is 1.50 - 2.00 inches above normal. Rainfall in the Allegheny River basin averaged slightly more than 5.00 inches or 0.50 of an inch above normal. 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 6.17 inches, which is 2.05  inches above normal. Temperature averaged 1.6 degrees/day above normal. 
For the first 8 days of July temperatures were 1.3 degrees/day below normal and precipitation was 0.78 inches which is 0.30 of an inch below normal.  Precipitation since 1 January is 23.17 inches or 2.92  inches above normal.  

RIVER FLOWS

At the beginning of June rivers were generally at or above normal flows.  Widespread rainfall across the southern half of the region of 1.5 - 3.0 inches on 3-4 June produced rises of 7-15 feet on the Monongahela River and 2-4 feet and 5–8 feet on the Ohio River.  One to two inches of rain in northwest Pennsylvania on 28-29 June produced a rise of 1– 3 feet on the Allegheny River. At month’s end flows were near normal. 

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is above normal. Flows are 300 percent of normal on the Monongahela River, 150 percent normal on the Allegheny River, and 200 percent of normal on the Ohio River. A widespread 2.5 to 3.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours will bring rivers to bankfull.  

WEATHER FORECAST

Today…Scattered thunderstorms mostly south of Pittsburgh. High in the upper 70s.
 

Tonight…Becoming partly cloudy. low near 60.

Thursday…Sunny. High in the upper 70s.  

Thursday night…Clear. Low near 55.

Friday…Mostly sunny. High near 85. 

Friday night…Clear. Low in the upper 50s.

Saturday…Mostly sunny. High in the upper 80s.

Saturday night…Partly cloudy. 30% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 65.

Sunday ….Mostly cloudy with a 60% chance of thunderstorms. High in the lower 80s. 

Monday…Partly cloudy. Low in the lower 60s. High in the upper 70s.

Tuesday…Partly cloudy. Low in the lower 60s. High in the upper 70s.

8-14 Day Outlook…Above normal temperature and near normal rainfall.

Jul Outlook...near normal temperature and flows

Jul-Aug-Sep Outlook… near normal temperature and flows

