RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Association Meeting 01/10/2018
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA
For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh

WEATHER RECAP
The month of December averaged slightly below normal with the help of two cold periods; the first, around the second
week of the month, and the second and more notable cold period, after Christmas. Precipitation was also below
average, with the most notable event on the 23rd, which did result in some minor rises on Area Rivers around the 25th.
Snow averaged above normal for the month, in line with projections from September.
RIVER ICE
As a result of the cold months of November and December, ice rapidly formed on all of the major rivers by the first week
of January. River ice has a strong correlation with ice formation on the Great Lakes. As of today, Lake Erie is at 85%,
coverage, which is much higher than normal for early Jan. Ice formation is projected to stall, with some thaw expected as
temperatures rise above freezing during the day and below freezing at night. Warmth on Thursday will be short-lived as
we cool down for the weekend. Much uncertainty lies in the system for the weekend, but could result in some river rises
and ice movement. Rain on Friday is expected to be 1.00 to 1.25 inch.
OUTLOOK
Week of Jan 8th: Rapid warm-up expected by Thursday. Temperatures may approach 60 degrees. Will need to watch
ice movement due to warmth and expected rainfall. System late week results in change back to snow with wintry mix
possible. Cold end to the weekend. Rainfall ~1.00inches
Outlook for week of Jan 15: Cold for the first half of the week, but not to the extremes of the last 2 weeks. Warming
toward the end of the week. Precipitation under 0.50 inch
Outlook for week of Jan 22: Temperatures will trend closer to above average with above average precipitation.
Outlook for February: Closer to normal temperatures and above average precipitation.
Outlook for March: Closer to normal temperatures and above average precipitation.
Outlook for April: Climate studies show that after a warm Oct and a Cool Nov, the following April runs warmer than
average.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL
Rain expected at the end of this week could lead to rises high enough (2-4 feet) to break out some of the ice on smaller
rivers and streams and get it moving on the larger rivers. While the amount of rain and snowmelt alone should not
support flooding, some isolated ice jams may pose local issues. For the remainder of the month, high water potential is
near normal. A minimum of 1.50 inch basin wide rainfall in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full.
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8-14 Day Outlook…Temperatures slightly above average. Above normal precipitation.
30 Day Outlook... Near normal temperatures. Above normal precipitation.
Feb-Mar-Apr Outlook… Stormy with above normal precipitation.
Apr-May-Jun Outlook… Continued active pattern with above normal precipitation . Temperatures begin to trend above
normal
Average Yearly rainfall Pittsburgh: 38.19 inches In 2017: 42.15(+3.96) So Far in 2018: 0.24 (-0.46)
Totals for: 2016: 35.01; 2015:40.56 2014: 36.84 2013: 36.65 inches; 2012: 41.74 inches; 2011: 44.24 inches
Average Yearly snowfall Pittsburgh: 41.9 inches. So far for 2017-18: 13.4(2.9); 2016-17 Season: 32.0(-9.2), 201516: 29.6 inches (-12.3) 2014-15: 47.2 in 2013-14: 63.4 in; 2012-13: 57 in; 2011-12: 37 in; 2010-11: 57 in; 2009-10: 77 in

7 Day rain/snow forecast

Snow Water Equivalent as of Jan 9th.

