U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       JANUARY 07, 2013
Operations Division
MEMORANDUM FOR:  WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT: January 09, 2013 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1. LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS 
The auxiliary chamber at Braddock L/D is out of operation, due to a deteriorated hydraulic line.  There should be minimal delays to navigation.  Repairs will be accomplished in FY-13.
The Repair Fleet has been working on dam gate remedial fixes, at Montgomery L/D.  Repairs have been completed to lift gates 7, 5, 3, & 2.  Gates 1, 6, & 10 did not require any repairs.  Gate 9 remains out of service.  Don Fogel will discuss the new maintenance schedule, for the remainder of the year.
The auxiliary chamber at Hannibal L/D is currently out of operation due to a hydraulic leak in the control station.  The lock crew and Repair Party are currently working to effect repairs.  We anticipate the repairs will be completed and the auxiliary chamber should be back in operation by 25 Jan. 2013.
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES 


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil 
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 
      d.LPMS Public Web Site:  http://corpslocks.usace.army.mil/
3. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Notice is hereby given that the USACE – Pittsburgh District will no longer send Notices to Navigation Interests by e-mail.  In order to view these notices, you must access the USACE – Pittsburgh District web page at www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm.
USACE will continue to send electronic version of Notices to Navigation Interests to USCG (United States Coast Guard) and the Waterways Association.
River Navigation Charts are available by calling the Government Printing Office Book Store at 866-512-1800.
                                                                             /signed/
                                                                       JAMES R. FISHER
                                                                       Acting Chief, Operations Division
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Association Meeting 1/8/2013
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

December was warmer and wetter than normal with above normal snowfall.  
At the Pittsburgh International Airport, monthly precipitation was 5.53 inches, which was 2.68 inches above normal. December temperatures were 5.7 degrees/day above normal with an average monthly temperature of 38.1 degrees.
County Average Precipitation Departures

State



Monthly



Annual 

Western Pennsylvania 

+2.32 Inches


-7.76 Inches


Eastern Ohio


+2.78 Inches


-4.72 Inches

Northern West Virginia

+2.31 Inches


-8.48 Inches
RIVER CONDITIONS RECAP
During December, rivers across the region experienced 3 general rises of two to three feet. The most significant one occurred on December 21 and 22. The Ohio River at the Point in Pittsburgh crested at 18.27 feet on the 22nd of December.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

For this time of the year, flows on the Allegheny are 60% of normal, the Monongahela 50%, and the Ohio 60%.  A minimum of 1.50 inches basin wide rainfall in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full. High water potential is above normal. Abnormally warm temperatures Jan 10-14 will result in snow melt rises.    The outlook for precipitation for the next 2 weeks suggests about 1.00 to 1.50 inches this weekend, and around 1.00 inch for week 2 (in the form of snow).   It will turn dramatically colder around Jan 15 for an extended period. Lake effect snows are likely and some river ice buildup in the upper Allegheny is anticipated.  River velocities this weekend and early next week will increase. 
WEATHER FORECAST
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8-14 Day Outlook…Much below normal temperatures and near normal precipitation.

30 Day Outlook...Below normal temperatures and near normal precipitation.

Jan-Feb-Mar Outlook…Below normal temperatures and above normal precipitation
Mar-April-May  Outlook… Above normal temperatures and normal precipitation
May-Jun-Jul Outlook… Above normal temperatures and near normal precipitation
Average Yearly snowfall Pittsburgh: 41.9 inches   So far in 2012-2013: 15.3 inches   
2011-12: 37 inches

2010-11: 57 inches

2009-2010: 77 inches    

January Thaw Fact: The January thaw is an observed but unexplained temperature rise in mid-winter.  Some argue it is not real, others know it is. For roughly about five days around 25th of January, the temperature spikes climatologically warmer.  It does not occur every year, but it shows up in many locations in long term climatology averages.   Very similar to a spike in temperatures in mid-autumn know as Indian summer, or a cold period 11-14 May known as the Ice Saints, named after the last killing frosts.
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