U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       JANUARY 11, 2012
Operations Division
MEMORANDUM FOR:  WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT:  JANUARY, 2012 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1. LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS 
The Repair Party has discontinued work on replacement of a deteriorated hydraulic line, in the crossover at Lock #2 Allegheny River.  It will be a more extensive repair, which we will need to acquire funding to complete. 
The reduced Allegheny River staffing level and hours of operation began on 18 December, 2011.  These changes are outlined in Navigation Notice 11-34 Revised.  As of now we have not had any incidents and there has been excellent cooperation with industry for appointment Double Lockages.
The next Repair Party work that will affect navigation will occur from April 2 through April 20 of 2012.  We will be replacing floating mooring bits at New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River.  This should only require intermittent closures of the main chamber.
The proposed dewatering of Dashields L/D to occur from 4 June through 29 June, 2012, will more than likely be altered, due to structural matters.

2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES 


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil 
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 

3. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Notice is hereby given that the USACE – Pittsburgh District will no longer send Notices to Navigation Interests by e-mail.  In order to view these notices, you must access the USACE – Pittsburgh District web page at www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm.
USACE will continue to send electronic version of Notices to Navigation Interests to USCG (United States Coast Guard) and the Waterways Association.
River Navigation Charts are available by calling the Government Printing Office Book Store at 866-512-1800.                                                                                          
                                                                             /signed/
                                                                       JAMES R. FISHER
                                                                       Acting Chief, Operations Division
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Association Meeting 01/11/20112

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

Temperatures were much above normal, and precipitation averaged slightly above normal with very little snow in December. The month began with rivers receding after a rise at the end of November.  The first of three significant rain events in December occurred from 5-7 December when 1.0 to 2.0 inches of rain fell across the Ohio and Monongahela River basins.  Two slow moving fronts around Christmas each produced 1.0 to 1.5 inches of rain. From 20-22 December rain fell primarily across the Allegheny River basin and over the Monongahela River basin on 27-28 December. 

For the month, rainfall averaged 3.0 – 3.5 inches in the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio River basins or 0.25 – 0.50 of an inch above normal.  

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 2.47 inches, which is 0.38 of an inch below normal. In December temperatures averaged 5.1 degrees/day above normal. Snowfall in December totaled 1.2 inches or 7.1 inches below normal.  
For the first 10 days of January, temperatures averaged 5.4 of a degree/day above normal.  Precipitation was 0.20 of an inch, which is 0.68 of an inch below normal. Precipitation for 2011 was 44.24 inches, which is 6.05 inches above normal. There has been 4.8 inches of snowfall in January which is 1.3 inches above normal. Snowfall total for the season is 7.6 inches which is 6.6 inches below normal.

RIVER FLOWS and ICE
Widespread rain from east central Ohio across the Monongahela River basin produced a rise of 5-11 feet on the Monongahela River, and 3-7 feet on the Ohio River from 5-9 Dec. A slow moving cold front produced significant rains on 20-22 December across the Allegheny River basin causing the Allegheny River to rise 3-5 feet, and the Ohio River 3-6 feet.  The final rain event of the month was focused over the Monongahela River basin and produced rises of 3-6 feet on the Monongahela River and 2-5 feet on the Ohio River. There has been no ice reported. Water temperatures are in the mid 30s.
Average monthly flows were above normal in the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio, River in December.  

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is near normal. Currently flows are 115-135% of normal on the Allegheny, and 70-100% of normal on the Monongahela and 90% of normal on the Ohio River. Soil moisture is high.  Rainfall of about 2.0 inches in 6-12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full. 

WEATHER FORECAST

Today:  80% chance of rain. High in the upper 40s.
Tonight: 80% chance of showers. Low around 40.  
Thursday:  50% chance of rain showers. High in the upper 40s. 
Thursday Night: windy and colder. Rain to snow showers. Gusts to 35 mph after midnight. Low near 25
Friday:  Windy…gusts to 35 mph.  40% chance of snow showers. Temperature steady in the mid 20s.
Friday Night:  40% chance of snow showers. Low near 20.
Saturday: 30% chance of snow showers. High in the upper 20s
Saturday Night:  40% chance of snow. Low near 20
Sunday:  40% chance of snow showers. High in the upper 20s.
Sunday Night: Clearing and cold. Low near 10.
Monday:  Mostly sunny. Afternoon high in the upper 20s…temperature rising overnight
Tuesday:  40% chance of rain showers. High near 40. 
8-14 Day Outlook…above normal temperatures and precipitation.

Jan Outlook...above normal temperatures and precipitation.

Feb-Mar-Apr Outlook…above normal temperatures and  precipitation

