

February Meeting Highlights


Thirty-seven Waterways members gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the February 9th meeting.  President Mark Devinney was unable to attend so Jack English conducted the meeting.  Jack welcomed members and the following guests:  Amanda Shurina, Port of Pittsburgh; Pat McGuire, ELG Metals, Inc., Nancy Wisniewski, Transcor Corporation. 
Coast Guard News


CDR Briggs addressed the following issues:

· There have been an alarming number of significant barge breakaways and towboat casualties over the past two weeks.  Due to unfavorable conditions, the Elizabeth M has not been removed from the Montgomery Lock & Dam.  The results of the formal investigation will not be available for another 6 to 12 months.

· Following a barge breakaway or towboat sinking, a Captain of the Port (COTP) Order will be issued to the responsible party ceasing all operations until a detailed analysis, including causal factors and corrective measures to prevent further incidents, is received and approved.  

· It is recommended that all towboat operators, facility operators and responsible parties review their operations, fleeting procedures and training guidelines as soon as possible.

· A small High Water Task Force made up of operators with current or recent experience operating towboats, Locks and Dams, and/or fleeting areas within the Pittsburgh Port will meet to identify high risk areas and recommend appropriate preventive measures.  All effort will be made to incorporate a clearer definition of high water by identifying the best indicator (gauges, water levels, etc.)

· A pollution response drill will be conducted on April 28th involving PPG and the Coast Guard.

· Two upcoming events:  Regatta ( July 1st - 4th) and BassMaster Classic (July 29th – 31st 2005)

CDR Briggs fielded a question from James Guttman regarding towing vessel inspections.  The following attachment was provided for further explanation.

Army Corps of Engineers


Army Corps of Engineers

James Rockovich presented the attached report to the membership.  (See Attachment 1)

The Corps’ Repair Fleet will dewater Point Marion L/D, Monongahela River and repair the lock gates and sills.  The single 84-ft x 720-ft lock chamber will be closed to river traffic for 14 days from March 29 thru April 11, 2005.

     The BassMasters Classic preliminary event lockage schedule was reviewed.  This event is scheduled for July 29-31, 2005. (See Attachment)

An Emergency Action Planning Exercise will be conducted on April 1, 2005 at the Floreff Volunteer Fire Hall in West Elizabeth, PA.  The exercise will be a full day event and will include an information session followed by tabletop exercises with participants from navigation, river dependent industry, utilities, local and state emergency agencies and other direct interests.  (See Attachment)
National Weather Service

William Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attachment 1)

Port of Pittsburgh Commission 

James McCarville reported that the equipment for the Smart-Lock Project was currently being installed at the Emsworth Dam.  Testing is scheduled to begin within three weeks utilizing one boat.  Once the initial testing has been completed, other towing companies will be asked to participate in the project.


The Port of Pittsburgh Commission will announce the kick-off the container-on-barge program at the March Traffic Club Breakfast/Luncheon.  The Chapman Service Group (CSG) will operate it from Leetsdale and provide services from Pittsburgh to New Orleans.


With the absence of Deane Orr and Mark Devinney, James McCarville was asked to present the legislative report.


The President’s Budget is recommending $50.8 million for the Lower Monongahela Project ($35.5 was appropriated last year and $60 million is our capability number) and $15.0 million for major rehabilitation of the Emsworth Dam ($0 last year and about on target for a capacity number this year).  On the negative side, no study funds were recommended either for Emsworth, Dashields and Montgomery (with last year’s appropriation at $500,000 and this year’s capacity figure between $3 - $4 million).  With so many projects being cut, it will be our challenge to hold onto the Emsworth Rehab and Lower Mon funds, plus up what we can on the Lower Mon and restore $3 million to the EDM study.  That should be the primary focus during the upcoming Washington trip.

Navigation Committee Report
Dick Ehringer reported that the committee is currently reviewing the following two permits:
· Washington Landing – agreed to move docks to provide safer navigation but ice breakers still remain an issue.

· ELG Metals – recommended that the company review the fleeting procedures to incorporate the new modernized system.

Legislative Committee Report

The report was provided under the Port of Pittsburgh Commission presented by James McCarville.
Other Meeting Comments


Jack English notified the membership that speaker, Donna Bour, of the BassMaster Classic local organizing committee will be addressing the membership at the March 9th meeting.  
March Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for March 9th at Chartiers Country Club.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.    Please call, email or fax the response form below by March 4, 2005 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting. 
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club

March 9, 2005 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon:
  Menu includes:


Caesar Salad with Mancini Croutons


Grilled Marinated Flank Steak


  Served in a bordelaise sauce

Vegetable Medley


Cappuccino Crème Brulee

SPEAKER:  Donna Bour, Managing Director



BassMaster Classic Local Organizing Committee

_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:______________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Friday, March 4th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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