

December Meeting Highlights


Thirty-six Waterways members & guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the December 10th luncheon meeting.  Jack English recognized the following guests:  Angie Hastings and Brandy Mazur of the Foundation Coal.
Coast Guard News
CDR Steve Wischmann reported on the following:
· The Pittsburgh Maritime Club Holiday Party committee received special thanks for the annual party.

· The Army Corp of Engineers was recognized and thanked for all their work and coordination with Marine Safety Unit Pittsburgh regarding the work at Allegheny River Lock/Dam 6.

· The Coast Guard has been completing a TWIC compliance assessment.  Beginning in January, cooperative enforcement of TWIC regulations will begin; however, it is expected that all individuals requiring a TWIC card at each facility should be able to produce such a card.  There is no additional information regarding TWIC readers and the future state of the program, beyond what is already known.

· CDR Wischmann provided an overview of Operation Big Tow that has been conducted at Sector New Orleans.  The effort to verify proper licensing of Pilots and Captains is expected to include Sector Ohio Valley; if so, mostly low impact, lock-side/shore-side boardings will be conducted in January within MSU Pittsburgh’s AOR.  

· The Coast Guard and WAP Navigation/Ice Committee recently conducted a test of the calling tree with great results.  CDR Wischmann thanked the Committee for getting this done and readying everyone for the upcoming heavy weather/high water season.

· The 8th Marine Incident Summit will be held on Thursday, December 11th in Marietta.  CDR Wischmann noted that we are at the two-year anniversary of this innovative and ground-breaking forum. 

· The Area Maritime Security Grants for the 2007 Supplemental funds have been finalized.  Special thanks were extended to Mary Ann Bucci and the Port of Pittsburgh for serving as the fiduciary agent.  Rex Woodward was also recognized for his hard work leading the Risk Management Sub-Committee.

Army Corps of Engineers
Don Fogel presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
A meeting with the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh was held on November 25th to discuss the 2009-2010 Lock Maintenance and Repair work.  Don also notified the membership that if approved, the proposed economic stimulus package may provide additional maintenance and repair monies for the locks and dams.  The Corps is also considering a concurrent closure of the Emsworth & Dashields main chambers from July 6-24, 2009.  The auxiliary chambers would remain open during these repairs.  This work will be completed as part of a Corps of Engineers “regionalization” program with Huntington District providing support work to Pittsburgh in this scenario.  After much discussion, it was determined that a meeting will be conducted with the Navigation Committee to discuss industry impacts from this dual closure and what course of action should be followed to insure safety and efficiency issues.(See Attachment-Navigation Repair Schedule)
National Weather Service
   
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
James McCarville reported on the following:

· The Port of Pittsburgh has established an Economic Development Grant Program.  Funds from $5,000 to $20,000 will be made available to individual facilities as well as associations for programs that center on economic development.
· A Technology Conference will be held in late spring to highlight new developments that will aid the river/towing industries.

· Stan Caldwell of Senator Specter’s Office was introduced to the attendees.

Navigation Committee Report
  
Michael Somales presented the following report:
· Special recognition was given to the Army Corp of Engineers for their quick response to the hydraulic failure at Montgomery. 

· An automated calling tree test was completed and proved the system to be in strong working order.
Legislative Committee Report
Mark Devinney provided the proposed preliminary stimulus package dollar amounts for various projects such as Mon River 2, 3, & 4 and Emsworth.  The Corps would receive $1.5 – $2.5 billion for new construction and major rehab and $1 - $2 billion for maintenance, depending upon which version (House or Senate) is eventually signed onto law.  The Lower Mon project would get $78.15 million over two years and Emsworth would get $3.2 million.  

January Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for January 14, 2009 at the STONE MANSION RESTAURANT. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, January 8th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Stone Mansion Restaurant
January 14, 2009 at Noon
Luncheon: 

House Salad w/house dressing
Virginia Spots Provencal-Virginia spot fillets sautéed with scallions, tomato 
and fresh basil in a light white wine sauce

Vegetable and Starch

Zabaglione Dessert–Pureed bananas infused w/ rum & swirled in a vanilla custard
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, January 8th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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