

December Meeting Highlights


Thirty-five Waterways members & guests gathered at the Chartiers Country Club for the December 13th luncheon meeting. 
Coast Guard News
CDR Steve Wischmann presented the following information:

· Prior to the meeting, the Coast Guard officially recognized six crewmembers of the Motor Vessel Lillian G for their heroic actions on the night of January 9, 2005, when the Motor Vessel Elizabeth M was involved in a tragic accident at Montgomery Locks and Dam on the Ohio River. Three of the crew members were present at the luncheon: Joseph Tomcik, Jr., Antonio Steadman and Shane Hoffman.

· The MSU is beginning a relocation project with plans of being in a new, stand-alone and secure facility within two years.  This is being done in part to better facilitate Coast Guard availability to stakeholders.

· MSU Pittsburgh received two Defender Class patrol boats.  These boats will be temporarily housed at garage facilities at the ACOE site on Neville Island.  

· A meeting will be held with Dick Ehringer and the Navigation Committee to review the recent maritime incidents and attempt to identify any recommended changes or membership warning notifications.  

· CDR Wischmann attended the joint meeting between the Waterways of Pittsburgh and the Huntington District.  As an outcome of this meeting, a letter regarding licensing issues will be drafted by Dave Smith and Dick Ehringer that CDR Wischmann will forward on to Coast Guard officials.
Army Corps of Engineers

Rich Lockwood highlighted the attached report to the membership. (See Attach1)  
National Weather Service
   Bill Drzal presented the attached report.  (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
With nothing to report, Mary Ann Bucci wished everyone a very happy and safe holiday season.
Navigation Committee Report
   Dick Ehringer presented the following report:

· A test of the Ice Committee Calling Tree will be conducting in the very near future to insure that all is functioning and everyone is receiving notices.

· A dock application at Star City has been submitted and with the exception of several restrictions will be approved.

· Due the continuing issues at Montgomery Locks and Dam, next years repair schedule has been modified.  A meeting will be scheduled to discuss these modifications; however, the membership was warned of 68 days of major closures.  Due to funding concerns, an attempt will be made to identify the critical maintenance projects.

Legislative Committee Report

The Inland Waterways User Board met in Pittsburgh on November 16th & 17th.  In conjunction with their visit, the US Army Corp of Engineers and the Port of Pittsburgh Commission held a tour of the Montgomery Lock and Dam and the Emsworth Lock and Dam. Asst. Secretary John P. Woodley, MG Don T. Riley and BG Bruce Berwick were in attendance.  These are the individuals that determine how the fuel tax will be utilized.

Also, Congress did not pass a Water Resources Development Act before adjourning.
Guest Speaker


Jim Noel of the NOAA/NWS Ohio River Forecast Center provided an extended weather outlook specifically for the Ohio River Basin.

Other Meeting Comments

   At this time, Mark thanked everyone for their attendance and the meeting was adjourned.
January Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for January 10th at the Stone Mansion Restaurant in Wexford. Cost of the luncheon will be $20. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, January 4th if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Stone Mansion Restaurant
January 10, 2007 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 


Mixed Field Greens Salad
Chicken Pizzaiola

Chicken breast sautéed in tangy tomato sauce with capers, oregano, basil and topped with Buffala mozzarella.

Chef choice of starch & vegetable

Lemon Patissiere

Lemon custard filled fillo dough cup garnished with fresh kiwi and strawberries

Cost:
$20/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, January 4th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 285-8347

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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