Operations and Readiness Division





    10 December 2003

MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  December 2003 Meeting

REPORT ON LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS TO NAVIGATION

1.  The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays to navigation interests through 

29 February 2004.

Hildebrand L/D, Monongahela River - A contractor for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is conducting maintenance dredging in the lock chamber and downstream lock approach at Hildebrand between the hours of 7:00 AM and 5:00 PM Mondays through Fridays through the end of December 2003.  There will be some restrictions for use of the single 84ft x 600ft lock chamber.  Only minor delays are expected.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-48)

Allegheny River Seasonal Lock Closures - Locks 7, 8 & 9, Allegheny River were closed for the winter season effective 20 October 2003 and Locks 5 & 6 were closed for normal winter shutdown effective 9 November 2003.  Commercial operators desiring appointment lockage must make arrangements at least 24 hours in advance during the hours of 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM, Monday thru Friday, at the Ohio-Allegheny River Area Office, 412/395-7650.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-44 and No. 03-47)
Monongahela River Seasonal Lock Closures - Hildebrand L/D and Opekiska L/D were closed for the winter season effective 01 December 2003 through March 2004.  Appointment lockage procedures are detailed in Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-50.

2.  The Repair / Maintenance Schedule for 2004 and 2005 was prepared and distributed to the Waterways Association for review on 31 October 2003.  A meeting was held on 5 December 2003 to discuss all issues regarding the schedule.  All issues, except one, were worked-out and it was agreed to publish the repair/maintenance schedule.  (Reference attached Notice to Navigation Interests No. 03-56).  The Point Marion lock dewatering job scheduled for June-July 2005 is still an issue and this dewatering job may be moved to a different time of year in 2005.     
3.  The following Internet sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information:


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



http://www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:   

            http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/
c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:            http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/navrpt.htm                

4.  Jim Rockovich will be Acting Chief of Operations Division, and Al Rogalla will be Acting Assistant Chief of Operations Division until a new Chief of Operations Division is named.

                                                                                JAMES J. ROCKOVICH, P.E.           

                                                                                Acting Chief, Operations and Readiness

                                                                                    Division 
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh  Meeting 12/10/03
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA
For the latest river and weather forecasts--www.erh.noaa.gov/pit
WEATHER RECAP
Basin average rainfall was above normal throughout the region. The greatest rainfall a occurred in the Monongahela River basin where monthly rainfall was nearly 5.00 inches or about 2.00 inches above normal.  In the Ohio River basin rainfall averaged about 3.50 inches or 1.00 inch above normal. The Allegheny River basin averaged about 3.75 inches of rain or 0.75 of an inch above normal.  

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation  was 3.42 inches which was 0.40 of an inch above normal. Temperature averaged 3.7 degrees/day above normal. Since 1 January precipitation at the airport is 38.27  inches or 2.40
For the first 9 days of December temperatures have been 5.2 degrees/day below normal , precipitation was 0.55 of an inch or 0.33 of an inch below  normal.

RIVER FLOWS

Area rivers were at or above normal flows throughout November. On 11 - 12 November 1.00 - 2.00 inches fell in northern West Virginia.  In response the Monongahela River rose 7 -13 feet cresting within 1 - 2 feet of  flood stage on the morning of 13 November at Charleroi, Elizabeth, and Braddock.

Rains ranging from 1.50 - 3.00 inches on 19 Nov produced flooding over a wide area. Moderate flooding occurred on the Monongahela River and minor flooding on the Youghiogheny and Ohio Rivers. The crest of 25.7 feet (FS 25.0) on the Ohio River at Pittsburgh was the highest crest since 1998.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is above normal on the all rivers in the region.  Rivers are slightly above normal,  groundwater levels are high and soils are moist with an active storm track over the region . A widespread 1.5 to 2.0 inches of rain in 12 to 24 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bank full.  

WEATHER FORECAST









Today: Flood Watch. Showers and possible thunderstorms. High in the lower 50s.

Tonight: Showers and possible thunderstorms. Low in the upper 30s.

Thursday: Windy and colder. Morning rain showers...afternoon snow showers.  Falling temperatures.

Thursday Night: 30 percent chance of snow showers.  Low in the lower 20s.

Friday:  Partly sunny. High in the lower 30s.

Friday Night: partly cloudy. Low near 15.

Saturday: Partly sunny with a 40 percent chance of snow showers. 

Sunday: A  40 percent chance of snow showers. Low in the lower 20s. High in the lower 30s.

Monday:  Partly sunny. Low near 25. High near 35.

Tuesday: Partly sunny. Low near 30. High in the upper 30s. 

The 8 to 14 day forecast is for below normal temperature and above normal precipitation.

The December Outlook is for below normal temperatures and near normal precipitation.

The Jan-Feb-Mar Outlook is for near normal temperature and precipitation.
