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Operations Division





                              
MEMORANDUM FOR WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT:  August 2007 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 15 September 2007.
Hannibal L/D, Ohio River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet closed and dewatered the main 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber to renovate the lock gates and seals.  Work started on 16 July and is expected to be complete by 24 August 2007.  The land 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber is open to river traffic during the 40-day work period and the average delay is currently about 15 hours per tow (dense fog is contributing to the delays).  The program of “self-help” by navigation interests has been very successful is assisting tows with double lockages.  See Notice to Navigation Interests No. 07-15 for details.

Emsworth L/D, Ohio River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will repair the downstream middle wall gate and anchorage in the large 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber.  The repair work is scheduled to begin on 10 September and be complete on 14 September 2007.  The 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber will be closed to river traffic during this 5-day work period.  The small 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic during this work period with major delays expected.  

2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a.   Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b.   Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
            c.   District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm                                                           

3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  

· The Port of Pittsburgh Commission is hosting a dinner and a cruise this evening, August 8th, for the Corps' Leadership Development Program participants in Pittsburgh. 
                                                                        Richard C. Lockwood

                                                                         RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD    

                                                                         Chief, Operations Division    
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. of Pittsburgh Meeting 8/8/07
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

Temperature was below normal in July, but only one day averaged 10 degrees below normal and the warmest day was only 6 degrees above normal. The driest region was the Allegheny River basin where rainfall averaged about 3.0 inches or 1.5 inches below normal. In the Ohio River basin rainfall averaged 3.5 inches or 0.50 of an inch below normal. In the Monongahela River basin rainfall was near normal averaging about 4.5 inches. 

 At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 3.01 inches, which is 0.95 of an inch below normal. Temperature averaged 2.1 degrees/day below normal.  Since 1 January precipitation has been 23.13 inches or 0.82 of an inch above normal.
For the first 7 days of August temperatures were 5.4 degrees/day above normal and precipitation was1.63 inches which is 0.86 of an inch above normal. 
RIVER FLOWS

River levels changed very little during the month fluctuating in a 0.5 – 2.0 foot range.  At the beginning of July seven day average flows were below normal. By the end of the month seven day average flows were generally below normal on the Allegheny River and near normal on the Ohio and Monongahela Rivers.
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is below normal. Flows are 40 percent of normal on the Allegheny River and about 60 percent of normal on the Monongahela and Ohio Rivers. A widespread 2.5 to 3.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours will bring rivers to bankfull.  The PA DEP issued a Drought Watch for all of western Pennsylvania on 6 August.
WEATHER FORECAST

Today:  Partly cloudy. 30% chance of thunderstorms. High in the lower 90s.
Tonight:  Partly cloudy. 30% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 70.
Thursday:  Partly cloudy. 50% chance of thunderstorms. High in the upper 80s.
Thursday Night:  Mostly cloudy. 50% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 70.
Friday:  Partly cloudy. 50% chance of thunderstorms. High near 85.
Friday night:  Partly cloudy. Low in the mid 60s.
Saturday:  Mostly sunny. High in the mid 80s.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear. Low in the mid 60s. 

Sunday:  Mostly sunny. High in the mid 80s.

Monday:  Partly cloudy. 30% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 65.  High near 85.

Tuesday: Partly cloudy.  Low in the mid 60s. High in the mid 80s.

8-14 Day Outlook…above normal temperature and below normal rainfall.  

Aug Outlook...near normal temperature and below normal flow 
Sep-Oct-Nov Outlook… near normal temperature and flows
