U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       APRIL 11, 2012
Operations Division
MEMORANDUM FOR:  WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT:  APRIL, 2012 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1. LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS 
The replacing floating mooring bits at New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River, is going well.  We will continue to have prolonged closures of the main chamber, during the 8-4 and 4-12 shifts on Mondays through Fridays.  The 1200 foot chamber will be open without restrictions during the 12-8 shift weekdays and all day on Saturdays and Sundays.  This work may be extended until April 27, if required.
The scope of repair for Dashields L/D, for the main chamber closure to occur from 4 June through 29 June, 2012, is to make repairs to miter gates, fender installation, hydraulic operating equipment repair, and the installation of a new interlock system.

The Repair Party will also be making repairs to the damaged hydraulic crossover line at Lock #2 Allegheny River from 7 May through 25 May 2012.  There will be minimal delays to Navigation.
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES 


a. Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt
b. Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil 
            c. District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm 

3. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Notice is hereby given that the USACE – Pittsburgh District will no longer send Notices to Navigation Interests by e-mail.  In order to view these notices, you must access the USACE – Pittsburgh District web page at www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm.
USACE will continue to send electronic version of Notices to Navigation Interests to USCG (United States Coast Guard) and the Waterways Association.
River Navigation Charts are available by calling the Government Printing Office Book Store at 866-512-1800.                                                                                          
                                                                             /signed/
                                                                       JAMES R. FISHER
                                                                       Acting Chief, Operations Division
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Association Meeting 04/11/2012

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 
WEATHER RECAP

March was the warmest of the five consecutive months with temperatures averaging 4.0 degrees/day or more above normal. Temperatures in March averaged nearly 12 degrees/day or more above normal. Precipitation was below normal in March with rainfall averaging 0.67 inches below normal. There were no significant rainfall events with rainfall of one inch or more in 24 hours. There was one significant rainfall event at the end of February with its effects carried into the beginning of March with rises on the lower Monongahela River to near flood stage. For the month, rainfall averaged about 3.00 inches across the region which is about 0.75 of an inch below normal.  

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 3.29 inches, which is 0.34 of an inch above normal. In March temperatures averaged 11.9 degrees/day above normal. Snowfall in March totaled 6.0 inches or 1.6 inches below normal.  

For the first 10 days of April, temperatures averaged 0.9 of a degree/day above normal.  Precipitation was 0.35 of an inch, which is 0.68 of an inch below normal. There was a trace of snowfall bringing the seasonal snowfall total is 36.9 inches which is 4.3 inches below normal and 20 inches less than last year.

RIVER FLOWS 

Rivers generally fell during March following the rises at the end of February and beginning of March. Widespread rain fell throughout the region on 29 February with a band of 2.00 – 3.00 inches across northern West Virginia.  This produced the only significant rise of the month from 1 March through.  During this period the Monongahela River rose 7-12 feet, the Allegheny River 2-4 feet, the Ohio River 5 to 11 feet, and the Muskingum River rose 2.5 to 4.5 feet. Average monthly flows were below normal in the Allegheny and Ohio River basins, and normal in the Monongahela River basin.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is below normal. Currently flows are 20% of normal on the Allegheny, 25-35% of normal on the Monongahela and 25% normal on the Ohio River and typical of flows seen in August.  Rainfall of 2.0 - 2.5 inches in 6-12 hours is needed to bring rivers to bank full. 

WEATHER FORECAST

Today:   40% Chance of rain and snow showers.  High in the mid 40s
Tonight:   30% chance of evening rain and snow showers. Low near 30.

Thursday: Partly cloudy. High in the lower 50s.

Thursday Night:  Clear. Low near 30.
Friday:  Mostly sunny. High in the lower 60s.
Friday Night:  Partly cloudy. Low near 40.
Saturday:  Mostly cloudy. 30% chance of late day showers. High in the mid 60s.
Saturday Night:  30% chance of showers. Low near 50.
Sunday:  30% chance of showers and thunderstorms. High in the upper 70s. 
Sunday Night:  40% chance of showers. Low near 60.
Monday:  40% chance of showers. High in the lower 70s. 
Monday Night:  40% chance of showers. Low near 60.
Tuesday:   40% chance of showers. High in the lower 70s.
8-14 Day Outlook…above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall.

April Outlook...above normal temperatures and rainfall.

May-Jun-Jul Outlook…above normal temperatures and near normal rainfall
