U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                       11 April 2007
Operations Division





                              
MEMORANDUM FOR WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION OF PITTSBURGH
SUBJECT:  April 2007 Meeting
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 31 August 2007.
Lock 4 (Charleroi), Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet is replacing the Upstream Lock Gates in the single 56-ft x 720-ft lock chamber.  The replacement of the gates started on 10 April and is on schedule to be completed by 11:00 PM on 12 April 2007; no river traffic can pass through Lock 4 during this 3-day closure period.
Lock 4 (Charleroi), Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will renovate the Middle Wall Emptying Valve and operating machinery in the single 56-ft x 720-ft lock chamber.  The repair work is scheduled to begin on 13 April 2007 and is expected to be complete by 25 April 2007.  The lock chamber will be open to navigation during this work 

period; however, closures up to 4-hours will occur periodically (approximately 4 times during the 13-day work period) to move and install valve parts and equipment on the middle wall.

Hannibal L/D, Ohio River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will close the small 110-ft x 

600-ft land lock chamber to inspect the upstream emergency bulkheads.  The inspection of the bulkheads will be conducted between 6:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. each day on 30 April, 1 May and 2 May 2007.  The small 110-ft x 600-ft land lock chamber will be closed to traffic and all traffic will pass through the large 110-ft x 1200-ft river lock chamber during the three 12-hour closures.  

Lock 3 (Elizabeth), Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will  renovate the downstream lock gates and repair the emptying valve operating machinery in the 56-ft x 720-ft land chamber.  Work is scheduled to begin on 8 May 2007 and be completed by 
17 May 2007.  The land lock chamber will be closed to river traffic during this 10-day work period.  The 56-ft x 751-ft extended river chamber will be available to navigation traffic.  Closures of the extended river chamber, up to 4-hours, will occur approximately 4 times during the 10-day work period while divers assist in the removing and installing the downstream lock gates in the land chamber.  Minor delays to navigation are expected. 

Lock 9, Allegheny River-   The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will replace both hydraulic pipeline crossovers for the single 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber from 21-25 May 2007.  Lock 9 has been closed for the past year due to pipeline failure.  After repairs are effected, the lock is expected to reopen on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays from 12:30 P.M. to 8:10 P.M. during the summer recreation season. 
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Emsworth L/D, Ohio River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will close the small 56-ft x 
360-ft river lock chamber to perform an underwater inspection of the poiree boxes on the downstream emergency dam sill.  Divers will assist in having the poiree boxes load tested.  Work will begin at 8:00 A.M. on 5 June 2007 and be completed by 11:00 P.M. on 6 June 2007.  The large 110-ft x 600-ft land lock chamber will remain open to river traffic during this work period.  

Braddock L/D, Monongahela River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will conduct two (2) closures of the main lock chamber to complete contract efforts and scheduled maintenance work.  A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers construction contractor will be conducting activities to complete the modification of the downstream emergency bulkhead sill during both closures.  Contract divers and floating plant will be conducting operations in the downstream approach,  
between the middle wall and land wall of the main chamber, during these closure periods.  This construction is necessary to complete remaining work that is part of the new Braddock Dam construction.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will also be performing maintenance work on the upstream main chamber miter gates during the first closure.  
The scheduled lock closures are for the following two (2) periods: 

· 26 June thru 5 July 2007- Main 110-ft x 720-ft Lock Chamber Closed for 10 Days 

               Small 56-ft x 360-ft Lock Chamber Open 

· 23 July thru 1 August 2007- Main 110-ft x 720-ft Lock Chamber Closed for 10 Days 

               Small 56-ft x 360-ft Lock Chamber Open 

Closures will begin at 12:30 A.M. on each starting date (26 June 2007 and 23 July 2007) and terminate at 11:30 P.M. on the end date (5 July 2007 and 1 August 2007).  During the closures of the large lock chamber, all traffic will be passed through the small 56-ft x 360-ft lock chamber.  See Notice to Navigation Interests No. 07-10 for more details of the locking procedures.

Hannibal L/D, Ohio River-  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will close and dewater the main 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber to renovate the lock gates and seals.  Work is scheduled to begin on 16 July and be completed by 24 August 2007.  The land 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber will be open to river traffic during this 40-day work period.  
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.


a.   Daily Navigation Conditions:  www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b.   Current River Conditions:  http://wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil
            c.   District Navigation Notices:  www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm                                                           
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3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  

· Mon River Summit meeting in Morgantown, WV on 16 April 2007.

                                                                               James J. Rockovich, P.E.
                                                                         for RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD    

                                                                             Chief, Operations Division         
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS
Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 4/11/07
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.weather.gov/pittsburgh 


WEATHER RECAP

March was a wet month with rain events on 1-2 Mar, 14-15 Mar, and 22 -23 Mar producing an inch or more of rain over a widespread area. Minor flooding occurred on the navigable portion of the Allegheny River on 15 -16 Mar.  Temperature fluctuated widely during March with 6 days averaging 10 degrees or more below normal and 5 days of 20 degrees or more above normal. Rain and the liquid equivalent of snow averaged about 4.0 inches or 0.50 of an inch above normal in the Allegheny River basin and 4.5 – 5.5 inches or 1.0 – 2.5 inches above normal in the Ohio and Monongahela River basins.
At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 5.28 inches, which is 2.11 inches above normal. Temperature averaged 3.5 degrees/day above normal. Snowfall for March was 9.3 inches or 1.4 inches above normal. 

For the first 10 days of April temperatures were 5.2 degrees/day below normal and precipitation was 1.56 inches or 0.56 of an inch normal. Snowfall since 1 October is 35.7 which is 4.4 inches below normal. 
RIVER FLOWS and ICE

At the beginning of March seven day average flows were at or below normal in the Allegheny River basin and near normal in the Monongahela and Ohio River basins. The three rain events in March produced rises of 2 – 6 feet. The largest rises were on the Allegheny River (6 -13 ft) and Ohio River (7 – 19 ft) between 14-18 March.  By the end of the month flows were at or slightly above normal in the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers.  Ice moved out of upper Allegheny River between 10 – 15 March. 
HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

The high water potential is near normal. Flows are 60 percent of normal on the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio Rivers. A widespread 1.5 to 2.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours or 2.5 in 24 hours will to bring rivers to bankfull.  

WEATHER FORECAST

Today:  80% chance of rain showers this afternoon. High in the lower 50s.
Tonight: 90% chance or rain. Low in the upper 30s. 
Thursday: Cloudy. 50% chance of showers. High near 50.
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy. 40 percent chance of showers. Low near 35. 
Friday: Partly sunny. High near 50. 
Friday night:  40% chance of showers. Low near 40.    

Saturday:  70% chance of showers and possible thunderstorms. High in the upper 50s.

Saturday Night: 70% chance of showers and possible thunderstorms. Low near 50. 

Sunday: Cloudy. 50% chance of showers. High in the lower 50s.

Monday: 30% chance of showers. Low in the upper 30s. High in the lower 50s

Tuesday:  Partly cloudy. Low in the upper 30s. High in the upper 50s
8-14 Day Outlook…below normal temperature and precipitation. 

Apr Outlook...near normal temperature and normal flows 
May-Jun-Jul Outlook… near normal temperature and flows
