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                              13 April 2005
MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  April 2005 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 30 September 2005.
     a. Point Marion L/D, Monongahela River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet dewatered the single 84-ft x 720-ft lock chamber and made repairs to the lock gates and tainter valves to assure proper bearing and alignment.  The 14-day work period was scheduled from 29 March 2005 thru 11 April 2005 per Notice to Navigation Interests No. 05-1; however, high water conditions resulted in delaying the start of work until 1 April 2005.  The work is complete and the single lock chamber will be open to river traffic at or before 1:00 P.M. on 13 April 2005.  
     b. Maxwell L/D, Monongahela River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will close and dewater the 84-ft x 720-ft river lock chamber to repair the lock gates, sills, and gate anchorages.  Work is scheduled to begin on 2 May 2005 and be complete by 15 June 2005.  The river lock chamber will be closed to navigation during the 45-day work period.  The 84-ft x 720-ft land lock chamber will be open to navigation interests with only minor delays expected.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 05-2)
     c. New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet will close and dewater the small 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber to (a) repair the lock gates, sills and gate anchorages; and (b) repair the service bridge lift span over the upstream end of the small chamber.  Work is scheduled to begin on 6 July 2005 and be complete by 2 September 2005.  The small chamber will be closed for this 59-day work period.  The large 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber will be open to navigation interests with only minor delays expected.  
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.

a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b. Current River Conditions:   

            wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/

c. Pittsburgh District Navigation Notices:  
            www.lrp.usace.army.mil/or/or-f/navrpt.htm    
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3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST  
     As part of the Lower Mon River Project, five (5) dikes are to be constructed in the upstream approach to Braddock L/D, Mile 11.3, Monongahela River.  The Corps of Engineers investigated construction of these flow control dikes at an intermediate pool elevation of El. 721.8 and concluded that the dikes could be constructed at this intermediate pool level without any adverse hydraulic effects.  The tops of the stone dikes are to be constructed to El. 708.7 providing a freeboard of 13.1 feet over the top of the dikes at the current intermediate operating pool.  With consideration of allowable tolerance for stone placement underwater, we would expect to have no local high spots shallower than 12.5 feet at the intermediate operating pool level of El. 721.8.  This work, when complete, will mitigate outdrafts in the upstream approach to the locks during high water events.  It is anticipated that the dikes may be constructed in the October-December 2005 timeframe utilizing one 10-hour shift each day for approximately 2 months.  The Corps of Engineers contractor will be required to have a helper towboat available to assist tows navigating the upper approach during the 10-hour shift each day that dike placement activities are taking place.  

  

                                                                                                 /signed/          
                                                                                    RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD           

                                                                   

Chief, Operations Division         
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RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 04/13/05
National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.erh.noaa.gov/pbz 
WEATHER RECAP

Although precipitation for March was generally at or below normal, snow fall was above normal.  The combination of moderate rainfalls and/or snowmelt lead to three rises on the area’s major rivers.  The most significant event occurred on 28-29 March when 1.0 to 2.0 inches rain fell over portions of the lower Monongahela River and Youghiogheny River basins where 1 to 3 inches of water equivalent remained in the snow pack at the higher elevations.  Moderate flooding was reported on the Youghiogheny River at Connellsville, and minor flooding occurred on the Monongahela River at Charleroi and Elizabeth. 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 2.31 inches, which is 0.86 of an inch below normal. Temperature averaged 4.6 degrees/day below normal.  Snow fall was 9.8 inches.

For the first 12 days of April temperatures have been 5.8 degrees/day above normal and precipitation was 1.38 of an inch or 0.18 of an inch above normal. There has been 4.3 inches of snow in April for a seasonal total of 47.5 inches which is 7.2 inches above normal. Last year at  this time the snowfall total was 54.0 inches.

RIVER FLOWS

At the beginning of March flows were generally near normal.  Rain was limited in the Allegheny River basin, and all rises were 3 feet or less. From 7-9 March the Monongahela River rose 5-10 feet and the Ohio River 3-8 feet, and from 20-25 March both rivers rose 3-5 feet.  The most significant rises occurred on 28-29 March with rises of 6-12 feet on the Monongahela River and 8-10 feet on the Ohio River.  At the end of the month the seven day average flows were generally above normal.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is near normal. Groundwater levels are high, and soils are very moist. Runoff potential will remain high until early May when leaves begin to appear on trees.  A widespread 1.5 to 2.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bankfull. Currently, models are not indicating any storms with the capability of producing excessive rain fall over the next two weeks.
WEATHER FORECAST









Today:  Mostly sunny. High near 60.
Tonight:  Clear. Low near 35.
Thursday: Mostly sunny. High near 60.
Thursday Night:  Clear. Low near 35.
Friday:  Mostly sunny. High in the upper 50s.
Friday Night:  Clear. Low in the mid 30s.
Saturday:  Mostly sunny. High near 60. 
Saturday Night:  Clear. Low in the upper 30s.
Sunday:  Partly cloudy. High near 65.
Monday:  Partly cloudy. Low near 45. High near 65.
Tuesday:  Partly cloudy. A 30 percent chance of showers. Low near 45. High in the upper 60s
The 8 to 14 day forecast is for above normal temperature and below normal precipitation.

The Apr Outlook is for above normal temperatures and near normal precipitation.

The Apr-May-Jun Outlook is for near normal temperature and precipitation. 
