

March Highlights

Thirty-three Waterways members & guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the March 9, 2011 luncheon meeting. 
Sandie Egley, Pittsburgh Maritime Association’s President, reminded the membership that the 2011 Scholarship Application has been placed on the Waterways website at www.wapgh.org.  The submission deadline for applications is March 31, 2011.  

Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme reported on the following:

· The March Captain of the Port Newsletter was made available to attendees.

· LCDR Scott Higman’s Pittsburgh assignment ends this June.

· As a reminder, industry initiated Towing Vessel Bridging Strategy exams are being conducted to bridge the gap between Subchapter C and Subchapter M regulations.  Companies are encouraged to participate in these courtesy inspections and spread the word beyond WAP members. 

· EPA’s Sub-Area Inland Area Contingency Plan drafting efforts are being re-energized by the Wheeling Office. Initial meetings are beginning this month to update the area plan for spill response. Contact Marjorie Easton at Easton.Marjorie@epamail.epa.gov to participate or provide input. 

· An industry reminder for vigilance during the high water conditions was issued due to an increase in reported marine casualties and near misses.
Army Corps of Engineers
Dave Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
National Weather Service
Bill Drzal conducted an on-line web broadcast updating membership on weather predictions and impact on river flooding.  This presentation included the navigational report and has been attached. (See High Water Conference Call attachment)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville presented the following information:

· You have heard us talk about a lot of projects that are all coming together. We have talked about SmartLock and River-Net. Rich Lockwood has talked to you about the PIANC Working Group on RIS (River Information Services) and Rex Woodward has talked about the PPC’s Wireless Waterway Project.

· The PPC is about to issue a Request for Proposals or Qualification for a Wireless Waterway Testbed. This would be a proto-type of a network to convey data along the waterways. 

· USACE has noticed our work and Jeff Lillycrop of the US Army Corp of Engineers’ ERDC Lab is in town to develop a business plan to create a USACE RIS Center in Pittsburgh to serve as a national center.

· Susana Rolo, Chief of Environmental Services for the Port of Lisbon was present as a guest, but she is currently residing in the Pittsburgh area while performing remote functions for the Port of Lisbon.

· On other news, the Traffic Club breakfast will be held by the Port on March 17, 2011 and the IRPT Conference will be held in Pittsburgh on May 4-6, 2011.

· Oh yes, the Governor’s budget proposed yesterday removes all the Port’s budget funding for the upcoming fiscal year. Stay tuned.

Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff report was incorporated into the National Weather Service web broadcast.  No further information was provided under this topic.
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston reported on the following:
· The federal government is still operating on a Budget Continuing Resolution. President Obama’s State of the Union address set forth two clear positions in terms of spending: (1) the promise to veto any bill which concluded earmarks; and (2) a proposed five year freeze on discretionary spending.
· Ten Waterways Association members traveled to Washington, D.C. for our annual congressional meetings in conjunction with Waterways’ Council.  This trip provided a great opportunity to meet with new House and Senate representatives and highlight industry funding needs.

· WCI will continue to promote the Capital Development Plan that was created by a joint effort between industry and the Corp of Engineers.  This plan is critical to the replenishment of the Waterways Trust Fund.  Even if support was obtained for the proposed plan, it would take several years to replenish the fund which would continue delays on local projects.  Joining WCI in this effort is former Louisiana Senator John Breaux who also acknowledged the benefit of the annual personal visits to our local representatives.
Education Committee Report
Dan Lacek was unable to attend the luncheon meeting but submitted the following report:
Everything is on track with the May 3rd school event. At this point we have had responses from 2 schools. Pittsburgh Perry with 20 students and Franklin Regional with 200 students for a total of 220 kids which is a great increase from the first trip which had 35 students. We will begin contacting and confirming speakers and exhibitors over the next couple of weeks. Anyone interested in helping with the program should contact Mary Ann Bucci. 
NOTES:

The Waterways Association would like to thank the Port of Pittsburgh for providing the electronically equipment to run the web broadcast at luncheon.  

April Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for April 13, 2011 at CONSOL Energy Offices in the CNX Center on 1000 Consol Energy Drive in Canonsburg. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Due to office security, the Waterways will need to submit a listing of attendees prior to the meeting.

Attendees will enter through the front door on the canopy side of the building.  Visitor parking is provided.  Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, April 7, 2011 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

CONSOL Energy Offices at CNX Center
April 13, 2011
Luncheon: 

Buttercrumb Orange Roughy
Italian Stuffed Shells in Marinara Sauce

Vegetable Medley

Tossed Salad with Ranch & Italian dressing

Assorted Cheesecakes

Beverages (Coffee & soft drinks)
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements: _____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, April 7 to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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