U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh                                                                 13 July 2005
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MEMORANDUM FOR Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

SUBJECT:  July 2005 Meeting

ITEMS OF INTEREST TO NAVIGATION

1.  LOCK CLOSURES AND DELAYS - The following is the schedule of lock closures and delays through 30 September 2005.
     New Cumberland L/D, Ohio River - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Repair Fleet closed and will dewater the small 110-ft x 600-ft lock chamber to (a) repair the lock gates, sills and gate anchorages; and (b) repair the service bridge lift span over the upstream end of the small chamber.  The job began on 12 July 2005 and all work is expected to be complete by 
2 September 2005.  The small chamber will be closed for this 53-day work period.  The large 110-ft x 1200-ft lock chamber will be open to navigation interests with only minor delays expected.  (Reference Notice to Navigation Interests No. 05-12) 
2.  RECOMMENDED INTERNET SITES - The following sites are recommended for the most up-to-date navigation information.

a. Daily Navigation Conditions:



www.lrd-wc.usace.army.mil/text/pitrpti.txt

b. Current River Conditions:   

            wmw.lrp.usace.army.mil/current/

c. District Navigation Notices:  
            www.lrd.usace.army.mil/navigation/notice/    
3.  OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
A hydrographic survey (soundings) was taken of the area at approximate Mile 19.7, Monongahela River (at Peters Creek) to define the quantity of material to be removed; and sediment sampling and testing of materials to be dredged has been completed.  A contract 
for dredging at the mouth of Peters Creek is being solicited and will be awarded with an expected start of dredging activity later in July 2005.
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As part of the Lower Mon River Project, five (5) dikes are to be constructed in the upstream approach to Braddock L/D, Mile 11.3, Monongahela River.  The Corps of Engineers investigated construction of these flow control dikes at the current intermediate pool elevation of El. 721.8 and concluded that the dikes could be constructed at this intermediate pool level without any adverse hydraulic effects.  The tops of the stone dikes are to be constructed to El. 708.7 providing a freeboard of 13.1 feet over the top of the dikes at the current intermediate operating pool.  With consideration of allowable tolerance for stone placement underwater, we would expect to have no local high spots shallower than 12.5 feet at the intermediate operating pool level of El. 721.8.  This work, when complete, will mitigate outdrafts in the upstream approach to the locks during high water events.  It is anticipated that the dikes may be constructed in the October-December 2005 timeframe utilizing one 10-hour shift each day for approximately 2 months.  The Corps of Engineers contractor will be required to have a helper towboat available to assist tows navigating the upper approach during the 10-hour shift each day that dike placement activities are taking place. 
The 2005 CITGO BASSMASTERS CLASSIC event is scheduled for 29 - 31 July 2005 in Pittsburgh with related activities occurring from Sunday, 24 July through Sunday, 31 July.  The two (2) attached Navigation Notices No. 05-20 and 05-21 were issued to notify navigation interests of lock closures relative to the event.  

  

 2 Attachments                                                            RICHARD C. LOCKWOOD           

                                                                   

Chief, Operations Division         
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Bassmasters Priority Lockage Hours

During the 2005 Citgo Bassmasters Classic 
1.  TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:  In conjunction with the 2005 Citgo Bassmasters Classic, priority lockage hours will be provided to official Bassmasters competitor traffic at specified Pittsburgh District Locks and Dams.  During these priority lockage hours, only Bassmasters participants will be provided lockage, with lockage of all other river traffic being suspended. The following reflects Bassmasters priority lockage hours, and will be in effect on July 27 (Practice Day) and on Competition Days- July 29, 30, and 31, 2005.

a. Locks and Dam #2 (Braddock), Monongahela River, priority lockage hours of 7:15 AM to 8:15 AM, and during the hours of 1:20 PM to 2:20 PM.  

b. Locks and Dam #3 (Elizabeth), Monongahela River, priority lockage hours of 8:15 AM to 9:15 AM, and during the hours of 12:15 PM to 1:15 PM.

c. Lock and Dam #2, Allegheny River, priority lockage hours of 7:10 AM to 8:10 AM, and during the hours of 1:25 PM to 2:25 PM.

d. Emsworth Locks and Dams, Ohio River, priority lockage hours of 7:10 AM to 8:10 AM, and during the hours of 1:25 PM to 2:25 PM.

e. Dashields Locks and Dam, Ohio River, priority lockage hours of 8:00 AM to 9:00 AM, and during the hours of 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM.

2.  The above noted Locks will utilize both lock chambers to facilitate priority lockages for the Bassmasters participants, with the exception of Lock #2, Allegheny River, which only has a single lock chamber.  
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Navigation Notice No. 05-20

3.  During the hours outside of the daily priority lockage times noted in paragraph 1 above, Bassmasters participants along with all other associated traffic with the event, will be provided lockage through the small lock chamber which will be dedicated to their use.  Lock #2, Allegheny River (single lock chamber), will provide preferred queuing to Bassmasters participants, outside of priority lockage hours.

  4.  Except for the 2-hours of priority lockage each day at the

  above noted Locks on July 27, 29, 30 & 31, the large lock

  chambers at Lock #2 and Lock #3, Monongahela River as well as

  the large lock chambers at Emsworth L/D and Dashields L/D,

  Ohio River will be open for normal river traffic.               

  FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER:
                                    Richard C. Lockwood                                           

                                    Chief, Operations Division
   Junior Bassmasters Priority Lockage Hours

   at Lock 7, Allegheny River on 24-25 July                 

   and 

  Extended Lock Hours at Locks 5 thru 9, 

  Allegheny River on 23-24 July, 2005 
1.  TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:  In conjunction with the 2005 Citgo Junior Bassmasters Classic, priority lockage hours will be provided to official Junior Bassmasters competitors and Bassmasters officials at Lock 7, Allegheny River.  During these priority lockage hours, only Junior Bassmasters competitors and Bassmasters officials will be provided lockage, with lockage of all other river traffic being suspended.  The following reflects Junior Bassmasters priority lockage hours, and will be in effect on July 24 (Practice Day) and on Competition Day, July 25, 2005 at Lock 7.

a. Morning priority lockage hours of 8:15 AM to 9:15 AM.

b. Late morning/early afternoon priority lockage hours of 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM.

2.  Following the late morning/early afternoon priority lockage hours on July 24, routine lock operations will resume with Lock 7 being open from 12:30 P.M. to 8:10 P.M.

3.  Lock 7, Allegheny River is normally closed on Mondays.  Following the late morning/early afternoon priority lockage times on July 25, Lock 7 will be closed.

4.  At the request of the Armstrong County Tourist Bureau, extended lockage hours will be provided to accommodate recreational boaters attending weekend festivities including those at Riverfront Park in Kittanning.  Allegheny River Locks 5,6,7,8, and 9 will be open for lock operations two hours longer on both July 23 and July 24, 2005; the hours of operation for both days will be from 12:30 P.M. to 10:00 P.M.   

CELRP-OP
Navigation Notice No. 05-21

5.  Boaters must always approach all locks with extreme care especially when proceeding downstream.  Everyone is urged to consult their navigation charts to be absolutely sure of the landmarks when approaching the locks and dams.  Boaters are urged to recognize and obey all buoy and markers, and are also cautioned not to enter the restricted areas at the locks and dams.  Follow safe boating rules such as having personal floatation devices (PFD's) on board for each person and please don't drink alcohol while operating a boat.   

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER:
                                    Richard C. Lockwood                                           

                                    Chief, Operations Division
RIVER AND WEATHER CONDITIONS

Prepared for Waterways Assn. Of Pittsburgh Meeting 7/13/05

National Weather Service Forecast Office, Pittsburgh PA

For the latest river and weather forecasts--http://www.erh.noaa.gov/pbz 
WEATHER RECAP

No significant flooding occurred during June. Rainfall was below normal averaging 2.0 – 2.5 inches, or about 2.0 inches below normal in the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio River basins. 

At the Pittsburgh International Airport monthly precipitation was 3.35 inches, which is 0.77 of an inch below normal. Temperature averaged 3.3 degrees/day above normal.  

For the first 12 days of July temperatures have been 1.2 degrees/day above normal and precipitation was 1.90 inches or 0.30 of an inch above normal.  Precipitation since 1 January has been 24.51 inches which is 3.74 inches above normal.

RIVER FLOWS 

At the beginning of June flows were at near normal with some below normal levels beginning to appear in the Allegheny River basin. Main stem rivers fluctuated very little throughout the month. By the end of June main stem rivers remained near normal, but  flows were below normal in many of the tributaries by the end of June. Currently flows on the main stem rivers are 75 to 100 percent of the long term median flows.

HIGH WATER POTENTIAL

High water potential is low. Groundwater levels are lowering. Runoff potential is normal.  A widespread 2.5 to 3.0 inches of rain in 6 to 12 hours is needed to bring the major rivers to bankfull. Currently models are not indicating any widespread heavy rain events over the next two weeks.

WEATHER FORECAST









Today: Humid with a 50% chance of afternoon thunderstorms. High in the upper 80s.

Tonight: Humid with a 50% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 70.  

Thursday:  Humid with a 50% chance of thunderstorms.  High in the lower 80s

Thursday Night:  Humid with a 50% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 70.  

Friday:   Humid with a 50% chance of thunderstorms.  High in the mid 80s

Friday Night:  Humid with a 50% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 70.

Saturday:  Humid with a 40% chance of thunderstorms.  High in the mid 80s

Saturday Night:  Humid with a 40% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 70.

Sunday:  Humid with a 40% chance of thunderstorms.  High in the mid 80s

Monday:  40% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 70. High in the upper 80s. 

Tuesday:  40% chance of thunderstorms. Low near 68. High in the mid 80s

The 8 to 14 day forecast is for above normal temperature and near normal rainfall.

The July Outlook is for near normal temperatures and rainfall.

The Aug-Sep-Oct Outlook is for near normal temperature and precipitation. 

