

January Highlights

Thirty-four Waterways members & guests gathered at Woodside’s Grille Restaurant for the January 12, 2011 luncheon meeting. First-time attendees were recognized:  Terry Moore of AEP River Operations and Jack Dziubek and Gene Vaskov of Michael Baker Corporation.
William Porter provided the following information:

· A Board meeting was held on Tuesday, January 11th and many of the reports submitted at this meeting will be heard during today’s presentations.  The Association continues to maintain a strong financial strength.

· The proposed dates for the annual seminars are:  July 21st – Man Overboard Seminar and September 22nd – Barge Breakaway Seminar (managerial focus).

· A joint meeting with the Huntington District is scheduled to occur in October.

· The board approved a $5,000 donation to the Pittsburgh Maritime Association Scholarship Fund in an effort to support education as part of the Association mission statement.

· The annual Washington DC trip is scheduled for February 15-17, 2011.  More details will be discussed under the Legislative Report.

· William Porter applauded all board members for their time, dedication, hard work and talent that they have brought to the Association during his tenure as President.

Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme reported on the following:

· No marine events are scheduled until April (Pirate Game Fireworks).

· The Inland Waterways Conference has been scheduled for March 1-3, in Cincinnati.

· The deadline of February 22nd is quickly approaching for the submission of the Salvage and Marine Firefighting addendums to Vessel Response Plans.

· Efforts will be made this year to tie any exercises run by the Coast Guard with those of the city and other entities with marine issues. 
Army Corps of Engineers
Dave Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Don Fogel notified the membership that due to the delay at Pike Island the FY11 Maintenance Schedule will be affected.  The project expense overrun will impact other maintenance projects.  Don suggested a meeting with industry to review any proposed changes.

National Weather Service
Bill Drzal provided the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville presented the following information:

· The 2007 Port Security Grant of 1.3 million has been received, and 2008 grants should be confirmed shortly.  Investment justifications & budget applications are now been solicited for 2011 grants.  The Port of Pittsburgh will retain the fiduciary responsibilities for these grants with Mary Ann being the primary contact.

· JD Fogarty is preparing a grant application for monies that would aid in repowering engines through the Clean Diesel Act (EPA).  This is promoted as a way to reduce pollution emissions.  Companies interested in future repowers should also contact JD.

· The IRPT Conference will be held in Pittsburgh on May 4-6, 2011.

Navigation Committee Report
Michael Somales presented the following information:
· Information regarding the continued Pike Island delays has been presented under other reports.
· The Committee has reviewed and submitted responses to the US Army Corp of Engineers on two permits requested by Blank Welding.
· The ice flow on the tri-state rivers continue to be closely monitored.
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston reported that the Obama administration has responded negatively to the Capital Development Plan which is so critical to replenishing the Waterways Trust Fund. There is currently no Waterways Resource Development Act bill pending and no commitment that the Capital Development Plan would be included on any WRDA bill that may be proposed.  Additionally, House and Senate Republicans appear to be quite serious about the moratorium on earmarks with the distinct possibility that the House Republicans will include this moratorium in a rules package to be adopted by the entire House that would also prohibit Democrats from using earmarks.  Earmarks have traditionally been the way in which both authorizations of and appropriations for specific projects are put forward. Given the administration’s response, the Waterways Association will participate in our annual trip to Washington, D.C. to meet with the Congressmen and Senators that represent the Port of Pittsburgh interests with respect to these matters.  Cheryll will issue an email soliciting volunteers to attend this important trip.
Jim McCarville notified David McQuiston that the Port of Pittsburgh will conduct a briefing to coordinate the DC message and Waterways Association representatives will be invited to attend.

Education Committee Report
Dan Lacek reported on the following:

· May 3rd has been selected for the spring educational event.  This will coincide with the Inland Rivers, Ports and Terminals Conference to be held in Pittsburgh on May 4 -6.  River Works Discovery Representative Erin Howard will be in town and participating in the event.

· Errin Howard has been in touch with Hallie Mills from the National Energy Education Development Project (NEED).  NEED is the author of the curriculum used during our events that allow the schools to get credit for attending.  NEED has developed a website for schools who are interested in this type of education. In their first month they had 834 requests (only 100 were expected).  

· Errin and Hallie are so excited about what is happening in Pittsburgh that they contacted Alan Bernstein (BB Riverboats) in Cincinnati, Ohio and he is interested in developing a program for their area.  They also have plans to copy our program nationally.

William Porter announced that immediately following the conclusion of this Membership Luncheon the Annual Membership Meeting will convene.

Michael Somales thanked William Porter for his years of service to the Waterways Association and highlighted his two years served as President of the Association. A recognition plaque with bell was presented from the Association as a token of thanks.

February Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for February 9, 2011 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, February 3, 2011 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
February 9, 2011
Luncheon: 

Caesar Salad w/Mancini Croutons
Chicken Picatta sautéed with fresh mushrooms, capers and lemon
Rice Pilaf


Chocolate Cream Pie

Beverages
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements: _____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, February 3rd to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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