

December Highlights

Thirty-nine Waterways members & guests gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the December 8th luncheon meeting.
Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme reported on the following:

· Reported that the only upcoming marine event was fireworks on Dec 31st for First Night.

· The first high water event of the season went very smoothly. Thanks to Bill Drzal for all the work he did to prepare the community and make a webinar available. Eunice Radcliff and the Navigation committee also did an outstanding job in directing the response to high water.

· There was also a report of a sunken barge which has yet to be confirmed by USCG, USACE or local river traffic in vicinity of MM 98 on Monongahela.  Thanks to Navigation Committee for the assist in running the area as well. 

Army Corps of Engineers
Dave Sneberger presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
National Weather Service
Bill Drzal provided the attached report.(See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
A report was presented at the meeting but is not included in newsletter.
Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff reviewed the navigation report with the members. 
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston reported on the very informative but somber Ohio River Navigation System Stakeholders Meeting held on November 30, 2010, wherein representatives from all of the Army Corps of Engineer Districts within the Ohio River Navigation System, as well as industry representatives, reported upon the status of the various lock and dam projects in their respective districts.  It was noteworthy that each district is suffering from the same difficulties as our district in terms of efficient funding of critical lock and dam projects.  There appears to be no solution in sight to address the effective funding constraints on the lock and dam projects pending in the Pittsburgh district.  The Obama administration has yet to take a position on the Capital Development Plan which is so critical to replenishing the Waterways Trust Fund such that meaningful funding of lock and dam improvement becomes available.  We expect the Obama Administration to state its position in the near future but it is not expected to endorse the Capital Development Plan as currently proposed.  To further complicate matters, there is currently no Waterways Resource Development Act bill pending and no commitment that the Capital Development Plan would be included on any WRDA bill that may be proposed.  Additionally, House and Senate Republicans appear to be quite serious about the moratorium on earmarks with the distinct possibility that the House Republicans will include this moratorium in a rules package to be adopted by the entire House that would also prohibit Democrats from using earmarks.  Earmarks have traditionally been the way in which both authorizations of and appropriations for specific projects are put forward.  Without earmarks, it is not clear how specific projects may be championed but, based upon the current funding shortage and the priorities set by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for completion of currently authorized projects, the Lower Mon Project will be placed in mothballs for the foreseeable future.


Given the current state of affairs, the Waterways’ Board of Directors will discuss during its January meeting to what extent we will participate in our annual trip to Washington, D.C. to meet with the Congressmen and Senators that represent the Port of Pittsburgh interests with respect to these matters.

Education Committee Report
Dan Lacek reported on the following:

· A pre and post test was given to the students and teachers that participated in the River Industry Education Event. The following feedback/ratings were collected for the Waterways Association so that we can better plan future events.

· After the program, 64% of respondents indicated a greater knowledge of the kinds of jobs people have in the waterways industries.

· After the program, 75% of respondents indicated an improved knowledge of why the rivers and waterways industries are important to Pittsburgh.

· After the program, 64% of respondents indicated greater interest in the waterways as a place where they could someday work.

After the event, when asked about the program:

· 100% of participants indicated that they learned about Waterways jobs they'd never thought of before.

· 72% of participants indicated that they took advantage of the opportunity to speak to Waterways professionals about job experiences.

· 72% of participants indicated that they learned how the rivers have been integral to Pittsburgh History.

· 91% of participants indicated that they enjoyed sailing on the Gateway Clipper Fleet's Princess.
Other info:

· 100% of participants indicated that they intend to complete high school.

· 64% of participants indicated that they intend to complete a 4-year college degree program.

· 9% of participants indicated that they intend to complete a 2-year associates degree program.

· no participants indicated that they intend to complete training in a skilled trade

January Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2011 at Woodside’s Grille Restaurant (Stone Mansion). Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, January 6, 2011 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club

January 12, 2011
Luncheon: 

House Salad
Pappardelle Bolognaise (veal, port, beef, sage, Barolo, San Marzano tomatoes)


Tiramisu

Soda/Ice Tea/Coffee

Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, January 6th to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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