

December Meeting Highlights


Thirty-three Waterways members gathered at Chartiers Country Club for the December 12th luncheon meeting.  Jack English recognized Gateway Clipper Fleet for their strong participation.
Coast Guard News
CDR Wischmann reported on the following:
· The region is currently experiencing a high water event and CDR Wischmann thanked the Navigation Committee for their continued action and support in managing industry communication.

· TWIC guides for both Owners/Operators and Applicants were made available to luncheon attendees.  These guides are available electronically on three websites:

  Docket Management Facility’s website:
http://dms.dot.gov
    *USCG’s dockets number TSA-2006-24191 & Coast Guard-2006-24196


  USCG’s Homeport website:  http://homeport.uscg.mil

  TSA’s website:  http://www.tsa.gov/twic
The Port’s TWIC site will be finalized in late January or early February.

· USCG Certificates of Appreciation were awarded to Captain Steve Jones and Charles Sherrange for the aid & rescue of recreational boaters in July of 2007.  

Army Corps of Engineers

Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach1)  On behalf of the Army Corp of Engineers, Rich wished the entire membership a Happy Holiday Season!
Jack English requested an updated on the rock located below Braddock.  A contractor has been contacted and a bucket dredge will attempt to remove.  No timeline has been determined.
National Weather Service
   
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville reported on the following:

· The Port Operations Council will begin meeting again.  The Leadership of the Waterways Association was invited to participate.  One area to be discussed will be the proposed increased user fees (lockage fees).

Navigation Committee Report
  
Dick Ehringer reported on the following:

· The turnpike bridge construction area at mile 14.7 should be finalized after one final visit to the site is completed.

· Membership should maintain proactive measures during the high water event the port is currently experiencing.  Customers should be contacted and provided information to understand the current high water situation and possibilities of delays.
Legislative Committee Report

Mark Devinney emphasized that there is a proposed user fee (lockage fee) that may be considered by Congress to increase funds for the Inland Waterways Fund.  It will be vital during our trip to DC to explain the significant impact these fees would have on industry within the Port of Pittsburgh.  

The WCI Dinner has been scheduled for February 27th and future information regarding the annual DC trip will be made available at a later date.

Other Meeting Comments

No other comments were made.
January Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for January 9, 2008 at Stone Mansion Restaurant. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at Noon.  Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, January 3rd if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.  
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Stone Mansion Restaurant
January 9, 2008 at 11:45 a.m.

Luncheon: 

Mixed Field Greens Salad
Virginia Spots Provencale

Virginia spots sautéed w/scallions, tomato & fresh basil in light wine sauce.

Chef choice of starch & vegetable


Raspberry Bliss

Moist white chocolate cake served warm, topped w/raspberry coulis, fresh raspberries & whipped cream.
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, January 3rd to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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