

August Meeting Highlights

Thirty-four Waterways members & guests gathered on the Gateway Cliper Fleet – North Shore for the August 12th luncheon meeting. 
Before the meeting, Bill Porter covered the following items:

· Coal Marketing Day brochures are on the registration table.  The Waterways Association is a marketing sponsor for this event.
· Recognition was given to CONSOL’s Captain Eunice Ratcliff on the dual lock closure implementation success.

· The October membership luncheon will be held on Tuesday, October 20th in Marietta jointly with the Huntington District.

Presentation of the 2009 Scholarship Winners

James Guttman, Pittsburgh Maritime Club President, thanked Tracy Riley and the scholarship committee for their due diligence on the scholarship recipient selection.  The Pittsburgh Maritime Association offers up to four $1,000 scholarships each year to eligible scholarship submissions.  Scholarship winner, Cameron McConkey, was unable to attend the luncheon.  James introduced Chelsea Glaser and presented her with a scholarship certificate.
Coast Guard News

CDR Rich Timme reported on the following:

· The concurrent closure of the Emsworth & Dashields Lock & Dams went smoothly.  Special thanks were extended to all volunteers for their hard work and preparation.
· G20 Summit Planning by The Area Maritime Security Committee and G-20 Maritime Security Subcommittee is ongoing.  Input from the Navigation Committee and industry representatives continues to be welcome in regards to maritime security aspects.  Stakeholders should be prepared for river security zones and some closures are expected. 
· The Forest L. Wood Cup Tournament was also held without any incidents.

· A Marine Incident Summit meeting will be held tomorrow, August 13, 2009, in Marietta with the Huntington District.

· MSU Pittsburgh and other USCG representatives from Sector Ohio Valley will attend the upcoming American Waterways Operators (AWO) summer conference in St. Louis. 

· Port Security Grants and AARA Stimulus Grants are underway.  The National Review Board for the AARA grants met last week to review submitted proposals.

· Companies were encouraged to review their high water procedures prior to the fall season.
Army Corps of Engineers
Richard Lockwood presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Richard recognized all the Command Center staffing (listed within the Corp report) for all their guidance and oversight for motor vessel queuing, assist boat, helper boat and pullout boat guidance.  Rich also recognized Jim McCarville and Mary Ann Bucci for their assistance with PIANC activities.

Rich notified members that he has accepted a 6-month temporary assignment in Vicksburg, Mississippi as Chief of Operations.  

National Weather Service
William Drzal presented the attached report. (See Attach1)
Port of Pittsburgh Commission Report
Jim McCarville reported on the following:

· The PIANC meetings were very successful.  The dinner with General Temple provided a great opportunity to address lack of funding for lock and dam projects.

· Richard Lockwood serves as the US representative on River Information Systems.  This connection led to a meeting with representatives that results in USACE/USCG support for the Port of Pittsburgh Commission submission for a Federal Stimulus Fund Proposal for wireless broadband river information system funding.  

· Representative Doyle took the lead in circulating a “Dear Colleague” letter in opposition to the proposed lockage fee. It got over 90 bi-partisan signatures. The WCI is drafting a similar letter to be circulated in the Senate.  

· We are seeking to identify who lives/works in which congressional district, especially for newly elected Representative Dahlkemper.  

Navigation Committee Report
Eunice Ratcliff reported on the following:

· Thanks were extended to everyone involved in the successful dual closure of Emsworth & Dashields.

· Please be advised a security zone/river closure is currently being developed for the G20 Summit in September and is still tentative.  The official river closure/security zone information will be forwarded to the membership when it becomes available.

· A strong working relationship with David Maxwell of the Fox Chapel Yacht Club has been developed.  Because of this relationship, advice is being solicited prior to permit application submission.  The committee is currently reviewing a Southside Marina proposal.
· The Fox Chapel Yacht Club has extended their docks per their new permit.  No navigation issues have arisen nor have there been any comments or complaints.

· The committee is currently working closely with Dan Lacek of the Gateway Clipper Fleet in regards to the proposed River Front Park at the Convention Center.  The permit is for a receiving platform for the loading and unloading of passengers and the construction of a riverfront park, not for docking/fleeting of vessels. 
Legislative Committee Report
David McQuiston was unable to the meeting and any legislative information was provided under the Port of Pittsburgh report.
Prior to the conclusion of the meeting, Bill Porter reported the following:

· Sandie Egley will be putting together a calendar each month that contains activities that might interest member companies.  This calendar will be distributed at monthly luncheon meetings.

· The annual Barge Breakaway Seminar with a managerial focus will be held at Chartiers Country Club on September 23, 2009.  Further details will be sent to the membership when available.
· On October 1st, the Port of Pittsburgh is sponsoring a Networking Cruise.  One Gateway Clipper boat will be focused on children educational information.  The other will have access to public officials.  The flyer is attached.

September Membership Meeting
The next membership meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2009 at Chartiers Country Club. Cost of the luncheon will be $25. Registration will begin at 11:45 a.m. with lunch being served promptly at noon. Please call, email or fax the response form below by Thursday, September 3, 2009 if you plan on attending the luncheon meeting.
Waterways Association of Pittsburgh

Meeting Response Form

Chartiers Country Club
September 9, 2009 at Noon

Luncheon: 


Fresh Fruit Cup w/honey cream

Chicken Romano lightly egg-battered w/lemon butter sauce

Rice Pilaf

Strawberry Parfaits
Cost:
$25/per person
_____
YES, I will be attending

_____
No, I will not be attending

**Special Dietary Requirements:_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________________________



(Please print)

COMPANY:
_________________________________________________

Please respond by Thursday, September 3rd to:
Cheryll Cranmer

Phone:  
(724) 355-4101

Fax:

(724) 285-4999

Email:
cheryll.cranmer@wapgh.org
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